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The Squash Lake Association proudly participates  

in the Wisconsin DNR and the UWEX Lakes, Clean 

Boats Clean Waters Program.   

PRESIDENT ’ S CORNER 
Winter is the season when on-lake activities for most of us, and for the 

association, take a hiatus.  You can compare this edition of “President’s 

Corner” to a movie trailer: short clips of things to come, where I hope to 

pique your interest. 

 But a lot goes on behind the doors and windows that keep the cold and 

snow at bay, nonetheless.  The association Board is using this time to revi-

talize and rework our diver harvesting program.  With a larger grant and 

more activities, we need to rethink how we approach the activities we have 

taken on, so that we stay on top of them and we execute them efficiently.  

More on that this spring. 

I was about to discard some dilapidated casual furniture pieces I inherited 

from a friend this past year that had long ago seen better days, when I de-

cided to do something else.  This winter, I’m disassembling, repairing, and 

refinishing these sad pieces and donating them to the association for our 

Silent Auction at our members’ meeting.  In all, I should have 4 or 5 eclec-

tic pieces suitable for a summer lake home.  Some will have “before” pho-

tos showing their state before I rescued them.  I’m not including any pho-

tos here.  You’ll have to check out the end results at our meeting this sum-

mer.  Though, Karen Isebrands Brown is working very hard on having me 

post them to our website before then.   So check the website from time to 

time.  She may yet convince me.  This is also a plug for our Silent Auc-

tion.  Look around this winter as you get ready for spring cleaning.  If you 

have something you no longer need, yet could be reused, consider donat-

ing it. 
                                                                                  Continued on pg 2 

Mission Statement  
The Squash Lake Associa-

tion’s mission is to preserve 

and protect Squash Lake and 

its surrounding ecosystems,   

and also to enhance the water 

quality, the fishery, the wild 

natural habitats, boating 

safety, and the aesthetic  

values of Squash Lake, as a 

public recreational facility 

for today and for future gen-

erations. 
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President’s Corner  continued 
Finally, it is too early to tell if it’s been awarded, but 

the Squash Lake Association has applied for the 

DNR’s Healthy Lakes Initiative grant.  This grant is 

intended to help landowners with small projects to 

restore shoreline to a natural state, as well as runoff 

diversion projects to improve water quality.   We 

needed a few pledged projects from interested land-

owners in order to apply for the grant.  We should 

know this spring if we were successful.  If you have 

a project that qualifies but did not submit it to us, 

don’t worry.  The Town of Crescent ma be applying 

for the grant next year along with neighboring 

towns.  There may also be a chance we could ac-

commodate an unplanned project.  But let’s see if 

we get the grant first. 

 

 

The Squash Lake Association Board authorized its 

President to initiate contact with the Sokaogon Band 

of the Chippewa (Mole Lake Band), in the hopes of 

beginning discussions on how both organizations 

might work together on selected projects and issues 

in the future.  Band Chair, Chris McGeshick, was 

enthusiastic by our offer to talk, and asked that we 

begin by having a discussion with their lakes/

fisheries biologist, Mike Preul.  I met with Mike on 

March 6th, and the outcome was very posi-

tive.  While no specific projects were discussed, the 

conversation did lay down the groundwork for con-

tinued discussions, with the goal of finding projects 

we can work on collaboratively for the benefit of 

both groups.  Both sides agreed that it is long over-

due that lake associations and the Sokaogon Band 

begin talking and working together.   
The association made it very clear from the begin-

ning that spear fishing and quotas were not the pur-

pose of wanting to talk.  Spearing falls under the 

jurisdiction of the DNR, GLIFWC (Great Lakes In-

dian Fish and Wildlife Council), and the individual 

tribes/bands, and is guaranteed under treaty.  As 

such, it is outside of our prevue as a lake associa-

tion.  Mike indicated that as we work together, 

spearing will naturally become part of the conversa-

tion, as we look at individual projects and long term 

goals.  But, he said that Chair McGeshick was very  

thankful that we respected the treaty from the  start. 

 

While no projects were defined in this first meeting, 

some things worth noting were reviewed: 
 As a sovereign nation operating within the ceded 

territories, the band has the ability to work on lakes 

and lakes projects without interference from the 

DNR.  However, they must notify the DNR of any 

projects they undertake.  Any projects that a lake as-

sociation and the band work on jointly, fall into this 

category. 

 Squash Lake is located near the unofficial edge 

between the Lac du Flambeau Band and the Mole 

Lake Band.  Over the past decades, rights over Squash 

Lake shifted between the two.  It is now firmly within 

the area covered by Mole Lake. 

 Mike has done extensive studies of the walleye 

fisheries on Squash Lake and his data exceeds the 

DNR’s in some respects.  The Mole Lake Band, spe-

cifically Mike Preul, alerted the DNR that Squash 

Lake was long overdue for stocking, and that its wall-

eye population was in desperate 

need of support.  Much of our walleye spawning beds 

are now out of water due to the sustained 

drought.  This is why our lake received nearly 4000 

extra growth walleye in September.  The band had 

worked behind the scenes to get us priority with the 

DNR. 
Over the past decade, more times than not, the tribal 

members skipped harvesting on our lake.  This was 

because the members knew our walleye popula-

tion was distressed.  With low harvest limits and a 

distressed population, members voluntarily opted to 

not obtain permits for spearing on Squash Lake, and 

instead harvested on lakes with healthy populations 

and an overabundance of fish. 

Further discussions are planned, but not scheduled at 

this time. 

 

WEBSITE MANAGER NEEDED     

With Carol Mustacci having moved off the lake , 

SLA is looking for a new Website  Manager.  We 

will pay  up to $100 for tuition to take a class  in 

this area and Carol said that she would help who-

ever takes on the responsibility. 

Please contact Janet Appling                                            

jzappling@gmail.com 

Squash Lake Begins Talks With                
Sokaogon Band  

by Dan Butkus 



     Page 3 

 
  

As our Board struggles with property owner volun-

teerism, there seemed to be a distinct difference be-

tween full-time and part-time residents.  Many 

times, the burden of activities on the lake falls to the 

full-time residents.  You do live here year-round and 

have a vested interest in the lake because it is your 

permanent home. As a result, I can understand that 

some may feel that vacationers don’t pull their fair 

share of the weight.  That makes it hard to keep giv-

ing your time to lake association activities.  Oh, 

boy, I let the cat out of the bag there didn’t I?  Well, 

been there, thought that, I get it.  It’s really not a 

secret. 

The other side of that coin is this.  Vacation prop-

erty owners have all the responsibilities of owning a 

home on the lake.  Water heaters break; the drive-

way needs gravel, etc.  All the home maintenance 

needs tending to in the short time you’re there, on 

vacation.  Plus, you own it so you can VACATION 

there, which means you want to relax and enjoy the 

vistas, boating, swimming, and all that goes with 

being on vacation, including getting away from re-

sponsibilities in your day-to-day life.  Why would 

anyone want to take on more tasks when on vaca-

tion?  Yeah, been there, thought that, I get it.  Even 

family members say they wouldn’t get as involved 

in local issues as I have.  It would ruin the time they 

spend there to enjoy the property. But I’m weird 

that way I guess. 

Getting back to the composition of the Board and 

property owner participation:  I don’t get it after 

all.  So why has the Board shifted to more non-

resident property owners if there wasn’t a desire on 

non-residents’ part to get involved and pitch in?  Is 

it because the resident property owners are getting 

tired of carrying the burden?  Or is it just a natural 

ebb and flow?  Looking at it, I realized my assump-

tions were all wrong.  Maybe it’s not a difference 

between resident and non-resident property owner 

attitudes after all.  If not, then what motivates peo-

ple to, or prevents people from, getting involved 

regardless of whether they live there or not?  Heck, 

I’m not even sure what motivates me to partici-

pate.  If that’s true, then maybe I should look inward 

for a solution, and stop looking outward for differ-

ences that don’t matter, and which only serve to fos-

ter a “them and us” attitude.     

 

“I Get It…But Do I?  An observation”  
by Dan Butkus  

I think I’ve stated before that on the three and a half 

hour drive each way from Sun Prairie to the lake, I 

have plenty of time to be alone with my 

thoughts.  The drive up and back for our Board 

meeting in late January was no different.  As al-

ways, my thoughts are non-sequitors.  Just a bunch 

of seemingly unrelated ideas strung together.  

It struck me that the face of our Board has changed 

in the time I was first elected and became Presi-

dent.  Before I joined, the Board was predominantly 

made up of full-time residents and some vacation 

property owners.   That has reversed in the past 

three years.  I won’t draw any conclusions whether 

this is an ominous or fortunate trend, or just a natu-

ral ebb and flow of things.  I am, after all, a non-

resident property owner myself.  But it is a fact. 

I kind of wanted to go to the “Lake Home and 

Cabin” show in Madison on the 24th of January.  But 

we had a Board meeting scheduled for that day.  I 

wanted to see the latest and greatest ideas.  Owning 

a lake home has an allure and mystique all to it-

self.  But I also wanted to go in order to feel smugly 

self-satisfied that I know there is the dream and then 

there is the reality of owning vacation property. The 

vendors and realtors sell the dream.  No one tells 

you that, it is in fact, a second full residence, with 

all the big and little headaches that go with it.  It’s 

not all glorious sunsets as the loons call and stars 

shoot across the sky.  Case in point, my neighbor in 

Sun Prairie bought property near Tomah.  He came 

to me because we have experience with vacation 

property.  His final comment?  “Gee, it all is so ap-

pealing, but no one tells you how much work and 

money goes into a second home.” 

Our property has been in the family for over 55 

years.  During my lifetime, it went from vacation 

property, to a full-time residence, and back to vaca-

tion property.   So I have a foot in each camp, giving 

me opportunity to see things from both sides.   
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 Changes to AIS Volunteer Contacts  
by Dan Butkus 

  
 During the winter off-season, the Squash Lake Asso-

ciation Board undertook a review of our Aquatic Inva-

sive Species (AIS) Control program.  The size of the 

current 3-year grant from the DNR substantially in-

creased the amount of work we did in 2014, which will 

continue into 2015 and 2016.  Additionally, our lead 

project coordinator, Stephanie Boismenue, needed a 

break from the demands of this project.  I’d like to take 

this opportunity to thank Stephanie for her tireless work 

in setting up this program, securing an unprecedented 

string of DNR grants to aid us in controlling Eurasian 

Water Milfoil, and the countless hours she spent on the 

water and with our divers.  She set down an excellent 

template for us and for many other lake associations to 

follow. 
The most significant change our property owners will 

experience is a change in contact and coordination of 

our volunteer efforts.  Our dive season will start in mid-

June, once the water is warm enough for diving, and the 

current EWM in our lake begins to grow enough to be 

seen easily.  Our property owners are asked to contact 

the following board members regarding training for and 

participating as Volunteer Milfoil Monitors, and for our 

Early Responders. 
 Volunteer Milfoil Monitoring (VMM) – 

Marj Mehring – Coordinator and Training (primary 

contact):  phone 715-360-6573, 

email dm.mehring@gmail.com 
Craig Zarley – backup contact:  phone 715-282-6554, 

email craig.zarley@gmail.com 

 Early Responders 
Craig Zarley – Coordinator and primary con-

tact:  phone 715-282-6554, 

email craig.zarley@gmail.com 
Marj Mehring – backup contact:  phone 715-360-6573, 

email dm.mehring@gmail.com 

If you wish to volunteer as a VMM, or be trained as a 

VMM, please contact Marj Mehring.  We desperately 

need volunteers to monitor the littoral zone of the lake 

to track existing colonies and note where new plants or 

colonies are becoming established.  Early Responders 

need not be trained and can be anyone who notices that 

a new area of EWM has emerged, or finds that an exist-

ing colony is infringing on the use of your docks, boat-

lifts, or swimming areas.   

By “calling in” we will attempt to get our divers 

or trained VMM’s to the area to hand harvest the 

EWM ASAP.  If you are not trained to remove 

EWM, please do not attempt to remove it on 

your own.  The plants are fragile, breaking apart 

easily.  These fragments can drift and establish 

new colonies elsewhere.  Please help us and our 

neighbors and signup to be a volunteer  

 

   
 As President of our association, I should be 

more thankful.  Often, I get bogged down and 

only see the problems, and not recognize the 

progress.  First, I want to thank our Board of 

Directors.  We have taken on more work, tack-

led more problems, and still found time to have 

fun.  I never realized how much each of the 

Board members does for our association until I 

joined three years ago.  Being a Board member 

and an officer of our Board has been the most 

challenging and rewarding thing I’ve ever 

done.  You are the best people to work with, and 

I do appreciate all your efforts, even if I don’t 

always say it.  Each of you has specific talents 

and gifts that compliment each others’. 
Secondly, but not least, I want to thank our gen-

eral membership, property owners, and non-lake 

volunteers.  I realize we ask a lot of you.  You 

donate your time, your money, and your labor to 

our association.  None of what we do on the lake 

is possible without your support. In the process, 

I’ve gotten to know more of my neighbors.  And 

that’s a good thing. Thank you for your support 

of the lake. 
No, this isn’t a farewell note.  Though now that I 

look at it, it sounds like it.  I just felt that I had 

not been appreciative enough of all of you.  A 

“thank you” with no strings attached, no 

“however”, no pitch to do or donate more, no 

anything but simple appreciation for all you 

have done and continue to do.  Your efforts mat-

ter and I’m grateful. 

Thank You, Everyone  
by Dan Butkus 

mailto:dm.mehring@gmail.com
mailto:craig.zarley@gmail.com
mailto:craig.zarley@gmail.com
mailto:dm.mehring@gmail.com


Page 5 

Spring is coming!                                                                
How Soon?  Can you guess when Squash Lake will be ice 

free?   Have Fun And Guess ! 
 

Jeff Paddock & Marj Mehring    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Guess when Loonie will be swimming!   Loonie's clock will stop when the ice is thin enough 

for him to brake through & swim. 

You could be the winner of this 50 / 50 contest.  $3 per guess or 4 guesses for $10. 

The Squash Lake's portion of the money collected will go for Eurasian Water Milfoil Control. 

The form & rules are attached.   Soon it will also be on the website. 

 

 

Due to unforeseen circumstances in my life, this newsletter is late going out 

and I apologize.  The ice is off the lake and Loonie went swimming. 

 
The Loon dropped at 6:42 am on Sunday April 12. We had a very good participation 
rate with 133 guesses and raised a total of $337.  The winners of half the pot 
($168.50) are....drum roll please..........      

Dennis and Jackie Whitney 

Their guess was April 12 at 12 pm and approximately 5 hours off the actual 
time.  Congratulations and nice job.   

Thank you everyone for participating.  We had a great time and raised a lot of money 
for a good cause.  This was fun, hopefully we can do it again next year.   

Enjoy the early spring and hope to see everyone at the Annual Lake Association 
Meeting on June 27. 

Jeff Paddock & Marj Mehring                         
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,  
      

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

       

       

February 2015                           

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

January 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

March  2015                             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Schedule of Events 
 
SLA Board Meeting 
Town Hall, 10:00 a.m. –12:00 p.m.  These 
are open meetings.  Anyone interested in 
the association’s plans or business is invited 
to come.  You need not be a member to at-
tend. 
March 7, 2015 
May 2, 2015 
 
June 27, 2015  ANNUAL MEETING  9-12 
    Town Hall      Mark your calendars 
 

 

Aug ? 2015  Social at Roger Degris’ Beach 

(We nee a few people with ideas for possible 

themes and or activities for this social.  We are 

open to day, evening or nite , hours.  Put on 

your thinking caps and contact: 

 

Tom Johansen 

tjohansen@dce.k12.wi.us 

Help Your Neighbor 

Terminator Wish List 

 

 There is a need for the donation of a 

2nd pontoon boat. 

 Gas gift cards 

 Extra gas tanks 

 A 30hp outboard motor or larger 

 

 

***Milfoil Monitor Volunteers*** 

Desperately Needed 
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Annual Dues 

July 2013 thru June 2014 
Please support your Squash Lake Association: 

Name:________________________________ 

 

Address:______________________________ 

 

Phone:_______________________________ 

 

Email:_______________________________ 

 

$________   Annual Dues  $25 

 

$________   Donation to control Eurasian Water 

                      Milfoil 

$________   Donation to General Fund 

  

$________    TOTAL 

 

Please send your contribution to: 

Squash lake Association 

PO Box 511 

Rhinelander, WI  54501 

SLA WEBSITE 
http://www.squashlakeassociation.com 

 

Please visit our website for more up-to-date news 

and info.  If you think something should be listed 

on our website, contact Carole Mustacci at: 

scanassi@newnorth.net 

 
Newsletter Committee 

Editor:  Janet Appling   jzappling@gmail.com   

  

Committee Members:   

Karen Isebrands Brown    kisebrow@gmail.com    

Craig Zarley                     craig.zarley@gmail.com                            

SLA  BOARD MEMBERS 
President:  Dan Butkus 
   dan.butkus@yahoo.com 

Vice President: Tom Johansen 

tjohansen@dce.k12.wi.us  

Secretary: Dale Smith 

dws2621@gmail.com  

Treasurer:  Marj Mehring 

   dm.mehring@gmail.com 

At-Large Members: 
Sarah Bennett 

ilovetoreadbooks1000@gmail.com 

Stephanie Boismenue 
   stephboismenue.squashlake@hotmail.com 

Karen Isebrands Brown 

   kisebrow@gmail.com 

   Greg Nevinski 

   squash53129@yahoo.com 

Craig Zarley 

   craig.zarley@gmail.com 

 

 

 

The Squash Lake Association thanks the 

following corporate sponsors for their  

support. 
 

Bridgestone Americas Tire Operations, llC,        

Tube Business Division, PO Box 10730,2700          

East Main Street, Russellville, AR 72802                                 

Telephone 479-964-0212 

MENARDS INC. 

2221 N Sevens St  Rhinelander, WI  54501 

715-361-2216 

Henkel's Town Pump 

7161 Hwy 8 W Rhinelander, WI   715-282-6067 

 

RHINELANDER FAMILY DENTISTRY SC 

Daniel P. Gremban, DDS    715-365-5900 

803 Lincoln St  Rhinelander, WI  54501 
 

 
The Squash Lake Association is a 

Member of the Following: 
 

Wisconsin Lakes Association 

Oneida County Lakes and Rivers Association 


