
The Voice of  Squash Lake 
Volume 6, Issue 4                                                                        Oct, Nov, Dec, 2014 

 
The Squash Lake Association proudly participates  

in the Wisconsin DNR and the UWEX Lakes, 

Clean Boats Clean Waters Program.   

The Holiday Season is here 

The Squash Lake Association 

Board of Directors 

 Wishes all our members 

A 

Happy Holiday 

Season 

Mission Statement  
 

The Squash Lake Association’s 

mission is to preserve and protect 

Squash Lake and its surrounding 

ecosystems,  and also to enhance 

the water quality, the fishery, the 

wild natural habitats, boating 

safety, and the aesthetic  

values of Squash Lake, as a pub-

lic recreational facility for today 

and for future generations. 
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Continued from column 1 
We launched our first EWM Blitz this summer to do 

an entire sweep of the 7.1 miles of shoreline on 

Squash Lake in one morning.  It was a success.  We 

documented existing areas, as well as found new 

startups of EWM.  We will be looking at making this 

a regular event.  Thank you, Stephanie Boismenue, 

for coordinating the blitz, and our thanks to those who 

participated. 

We held our first annual golf outing which raised 

nearly $2500 for EWM control.  Even with the thun-

derstorm half way through the outing, we had a great 

time.  Our thanks to Dale Smith and Tom Johansen 

for organizing the event, and our thanks to our sister 

associations on Crescent, Julia, Mildred, Green Bass, 

and Pelican for spreading the word about the outing.    

These are only a few of the things we managed to ac-

complish together this year.   We are making pro-

gress. 

Protect Squash Lake with a Yearend 

Contribution 

The Squash Lake Association board is asking that 

SLA Associations members consider making an addi-

tional gift to help control Eurasian Water Milfoil. We 

have a holiday fundraising goal of $3,000. Together 

we have been successful in keeping EWM at bay over 

the past several years. Wisconsin DNR grants fund 65 

percent of the cost, the 35 per cent SLA share for con-

trolling the invasive plant is expensive. Your annual 

SLA membership dues do not cover our share of hir-

ing divers, paying for outboard motor gasoline, pon-

toon upkeep, compressed air for divers’ tanks and 

other expenses associated with hand harvesting 

EWM. Our annual golf outing fundraiser helps. The 

silent auction at the annual meeting contributes. But 

more is needed to make sure Squash Lake quality is 

maintained and property values are protected. Write 

EWM control in the memo line of your check and 

mail contributions to: 

Squash Lake Association 

Box 511 

Rhinelander, WI 54501 

All contributions are tax deductible. Thank 

you in advance for your support. 

  

“Progress” 

by Dan Butkus 
 

I’m one of those unfortunate people who dwells on 

what next task needs attention, and who does not 

take the time to reflect on the accomplishments 

achieved.  But, with this being close to Thanksgiv-

ing, I figure it’s about time to change that a bit, at 

least temporarily, and recap what our association 

has achieved this year.  I’ll go back to thinking 

about what we need to do next later.  It is hard for a 

leopard to change its spots, after all. 

At an informal meeting this with our Town of Cres-

cent Supervisor, Joel Knutson, and County Supervi-

sor, Bob Mott, I was handed a compliment about 

our lake association.  Both expressed their admira-

tion for the amount of work we do at controlling 

EWM, as well as our willingness to get involved 

with town and county issues that affect lakes.  To 

them, we are one of the more active and vocal lake 

associations in the county.  I was stunned!  Not be-

cause I didn’t believe it, but because we do what we 

do for our lake, and we do it without looking for 

accolades.  Though I admit, it did feel nice for our 

association to be noticed.  It reminded me that we 

should be proud of the work we do. 

We completed the 2-yr Lake Management Plan, a 

crucial part of continuing funding from the DNR in 

the future.  Along the way we learned a great deal 

about our lake, its chemistry, and its highly diverse 

aquatic plant community.  This was all thanks to the 

efforts of Craig Zarley and the committee he headed 

up, as well as Onterra.   

Our association was able to get the Town of Cres-

cent to put our boat landing on a regular mainte-

nance schedule to keep leaves and debris from pil-

ing up around the retaining walls, to keep the tree 

branches cleared from the driveway and parking 

area, etc.  I’d like to thank Joel Knutson for the per-

suasive arguments he made to the rest of the town 

board on our behalf. 

 

 

PRESIDENT ’ S 

CORNER      
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New Grant                                

Writer/ Coordinator    

Welcome to Squash Lake 

 

Meet Sarah Bennett 

 

 

Hello, Squash Lake  property 

owners. My name is Sarah Bennett. My husband, 

two children, and I fulfilled a dream on November, 

2013. We purchased a cottage of our own on 

Squash Lake.  My  very first childhood  memories  

were  of  the  cool                ( ok…    cold…brr) 

crystal clear waters of Squash Lake – the stones, the 

sand, the trees, the smells, the sounds, all, hold 

wonderful memories for me. I have not missed a 

summer water skiing and swimming or a winter sea-

son fishing on the frozen, peaceful lake in my 39 

years. My grandparents summered, and then lived 

on Squash Lake for 59 years. My hope is for my 

children, their children, and beyond to have the 

same amazing memories I cherish. That is why I 

feel it is important to volunteer my time and re-

sources to the Squash Lake Association.  Please join 

us in combating the nasty invasive species lurking 

in our water (they keep growing in the winter). Do-

nate money for divers, volunteer to be a monitor, or 

just send an email with your ideas to keep Squash 

Lake clean, clear, and beautiful for generations to 

enjoy.  

 

ICE OUT CONTEST 

I know the lake just got iced over, but have you ever 

wondered when the ice left the lake.  The SLA 

Board is planning an ICE OUT contest for the 

spring. 

Watch the newsletter for details. 

SLA Seeks Projects from  
Landowners 

by Dan Butkus 

The Wisconsin DNR unveiled its Healthy Lakes Ini-

tiative Plan on November 13, 2014.  The plan sup-

ports a DNR grant which is available to qualified 

sponsors, such as lake associations, lake districts, 

towns, and counties.  The intent is to assist homeown-

ers with small projects that are dedicated to improv-

ing lake habitat.  There are six (6) best practices iden-

tified in the DNR’s final plan: 

 In-Lake:  Fish Sticks – large woody habitat inten-

tionally set along lakeshore to improve fisheries habi-

tat. 
 Transition:  Native Plantings – 350 sq.ft. of con-

tiguous area planted adjacent to the lakeshore. 
 Transition:  Run-off Diversion 
 Upland:  Run-off Diversion 
 Upland:  Rock Infiltration (run-off capture and 

drainage) 
 Upland:  Rain Garden – 350 sq.ft. 
The Squash Lake Association is considering applying 

for this grant, if there are enough interested landown-

ers on the lake who wish to participate.  It is a 75/25 

grant, with the DNR funding 75% of the project cost 

up to a maximum reimbursement of $1000 per best 

practice per landowner.  Multiple best practices may 

be performed on a single parcel.  Likelihood of a 

grant application being approved depends on the 

number and variety of best practices, and whether 

neighbors are coordinating projects.  The association 

is still working out details on managing this 

grant.  The deadline to apply for the grant is February 

1, 2015. 

Any lake property owners, resident or seasonal, who 

are interested in participating in this grant for any of 

the projects listed, or who would like more informa-

tion, should contact Dan Butkus at-

Dan.butkus@Yahoo.com  These projects must be 

identifiable and “shovel-ready” to qualify for the 2-yr 

grant.  The DNR does expect landowners to sign a 

letter of commitment for completing the project and a 

conservation contract for maintaining it a minimum of 

10 yrs.  If you are interested and would like to partici-

pate, please respond before December 31, 2014.  The 

association needs time to compile the list of potential 

projects in order to write the grant application and 

submit it before the deadline. 
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EWM Comes to Loon Bay 

by Dan Butkus 
 

For a second time in two years, EWM was found in Loon 

Bay, which is located at the southeast end of Squash 

Lake.  Two summers ago, a single plant was found just 

behind the sandbar in shallow water.  This year, at least 6

-8 plants were found in the central part of the bay.  Al-

though the diving season had ended, a diver was sent re-

move any plants he found.  To prevent EWM from gain-

ing a foothold and creating a colony, it was necessary to 

remove the plants before winter.  However, it took sev-

eral attempts to finally locate the plants for removal. 

During the summer EWM Blitz in July, a team thought 

they spotted a Eurasian Water Milfoil plant in Loon Bay.  

A marker was dropped and the location recorded, how-

ever, wave action likely moved the marker.  The plant 

could not be located in a follow up search.  Later in Au-

gust, while Stephanie Boismenue was kayaking around 

the lake, she found another plant in Loon Bay.  This time 

it was at a different location than the one found by the 

blitz team.  Unfortunately, she did not have markers with 

her.  When she returned with markers, she could not lo-

cate the plant again.  Several times the area was searched, 

but each search was unsuccessful.  The plants were 

dubbed “phantoms” because their locations remained elu-

sive.  Finally in September, one of our divers, Mike 

Mack, was hired to thoroughly search the bay end-to-end, 

mark any plants, and later remove them.  His search 

yielded several plants, which were already set to auto-

segment and start new plants to colonize the area. 

Additional plants have also been located along the shores 

of the main body of the lake, southeast of the Big Island 

(Marshal Island), leading toward Loon Bay.   

 

 

 

 

 

Crescent and Woodboro      
Reject Funds Request 

by Dan Butkus 
 

The Towns of Crescent and Woodboro rejected 

a request by the Squash Lake Association to 

fund EWM removal on the lake.  The lake asso-

ciation board approved a measure to request 

$2500 from each of the towns during the 2015 

budget cycle.  The funds would be placed in the 

reserve account specifically used for combating 

EWM on Squash Lake.  These requests were not 

without precedent.  Other lake associations rou-

tinely receive monies from their towns to com-

bat invasive species, or to handle other needs 

specific to the lake.  The Squash Lake Associa-

tion cited increasing operating costs to remove 

EWM and preservation of property values as 

reasons for the requests. 

Crescent Town Supervisor, Joel Knutson, ar-

gued on behalf of the Squash Lake Association 

in an open town meeting.  Town Chair, Bill 

Treader, questioned whether other lake associa-

tions shouldn’t then be given equanimity as a 

reason to deny the request.  Mr. Knutson pro-

posed that Crescent Lake and Lake Julia could 

receive $1000 each for their specific needs.  

This was also rejected.  Ultimately, preservation 

of property values and supporting a local lake 

association in its efforts to combat invasive spe-

cies did not sway the majority of supervisors. 

Woodboro Town Chair, Sherry Tischendorf, 

indicated that the request would not pass the 

town board for reasons similar to those cited by 

Crescent.  However, she was sympathetic to the 

concept, and promised to bring it before the 

town as a whole in 2015 so that residents could 

comment on the idea.  Should it gain support 

with residents, future requests may be approved. 

Both towns were notified that a funds request 

would be submitted annually, even though it 

failed this year. 

WEBSITE MANAGER NEEDED 

   With Carol Mustacci Leaving us , SLA is looking for a new 

Website  Manager.  We will pay  up to $100, for tuition, to take a 

class  in this area.   Carol said that she would help whoever takes 

on  the responsibility.  

Please contact   Janet Appling    jzappling@gmail.com 

 
Under the white blanket of winter snow and 
the singing ice on the lake lays a wonderful 
world of life and activity just waiting to 
spring forth, when the sun rises high in the 

sky again.                          Unknown 
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Meet our new neighbors 
 

We have had several new neighbors added to 

the lake and I will try to feature them in the 

newsletter. 

 

This issue features the Slominski's with a 

hearty  

 

WELOME TO SQUASH LAKE! 
 

 

MEET  

THE 

SLOMINSKI 

FAMILY 

 

 

 

 

There is Brad, Mindy, Derek 15, Devan 13, 

and Lily the Yorkshire  terrier, Yogi the 

teddy bear and Berkeley the yellow Lab. 

  

  The  family is from Stratford, WI and have 

built a  future retirement  home  at the end of  

the bay between Peninsula View and the 

Dugan Land  Conservancy peninsula. 

 

The whole family is scuba certified 

and  they have volunteered to help pull 

EWM from the lake.  This summer the fam-

ily did more than their share of pulling mil-

foil in our bay.  THANK YOU. 

 

They love Squash Lake and plan to spend 

most of their free time on it.  The family has 

put out an open invitation to anyone out on 

the lake to stop by and say "HI" and get ac-

quainted .  
 

 

 

MILFOIL MONITOR HOURS 

NEEDED 

If you are a land owner that monitored the lake shore 

in front of your property for Eurasian Water Milfoil 

and did not turn in the hours you spent doing this. 

  Please Make a list of the dates and the amount of 

time spent looking for milfoil and your name and 

email the hours to Dan Butkus. 

dan.butkus@yahoo.com 

We need additional hours to meet the requirements of 

our grant.     THANK YOU 

 

 

 

WANTED 

 
 

ARTICLES TO FILL THIS 

EMPTY SPACE. 

 

 

 

They can be about anything that you 

think your 

 neighbors  might be interested in. 
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,  
      

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 

Christ-

26 27 

28 29 30  31 New 

Years 

   

       

December 2014                            

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 bd 

mtg 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 

Thanks-

28 29 

30       

November 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1  N Y 

Day 

2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

January 2015                             

Help Your Neighbor 
 
 
 

Wish List for The Terminator Crew 
 

 There is a need for the donation 
of a 2nd pontoon boat. 
Gas gift cards 
Extra gas tanks 
A 30 hp outboard motor or larger. 
 
 
***Milfoil Monitor Volunteers**** 
        Desperately Needed 

 

Schedule of Events 
 

SLA Board Meeting    
  Town Hall, 8:30 a.m.– 11 a.m.  These are open 

meetings.  Anyone interested in the associations 

plans or business is invited to come. You need 

not be a member to attend. 

Sept 20, 2014    

Nov 15, 2014  Special meeting  long range  plan 

March 7,2015 

May 2, 2015 

 

JUNE 27, 2015  ANNUAL MEETING  9-12 
                                    (Mark your calendars) 

 

Oct. 18, 2014 Volunteer Recognition     time 

and place to be announced. 

 

Aug ? 2015   Social at Roger’s Beach   

( We need a few people with  ideas for possi-

ble themes and or activities for this social.  

We are open to day, evening or nite.  Put on 

your thinking caps.) 

Contact Tom Johanson                                  

tjohansen@dce.k12.wi.us 
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Annual Dues 
July 2015 thru June 2016 

Please support your Squash Lake Association: 

NAME:__________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS________________________________ 

 

PHONE__________________________________ 

 

EMAIL:_________________________________ 

 

$________   Annual Dues  $25 

 

$________   Donation to control Eurasian Water  

                    Milfoil 

$________   Donation to General Fund 

  

$________    TOTAL 

 

Please send your contribution to: 

Squash lake Association 

PO Box 511 

Rhinelander, WI  54501 

SLA WEBSITE 
http://www.squashlakeassociation.com 

 

Please visit our website for more up-to-date news 

and info.  If you think something should be listed 

on our website, contact Carole Mustacci at: 

scanassi@newnorth.net 

 
Newsletter Committee 

Editor:  Janet Appling   jzappling@gmail.com    

Committee Members:   

Karen Isebrands Brown    kisebrow@gmail.com    

Craig Zarley                     craig.zarley@gmail.com                            

 

SLA  BOARD MEMBERS 
President:  Dan Butkus 
   dan.butkus@yahoo.com 

Vice President: Tom Johansen 

   tjohansen@dce.k12.wi.us 

  Secretary:  Dale Smith 

 dws2621@gmail.com    

Treasurer:  Marj Mehring 

   dm.mehring@gmail.com 

At-Large Members: 
Sarah Bennett 

ilovetoreadbooks1000@gmail.com 
Stephanie Boismenue 

   stephboismenue.squashlake@hotmail.com 

Karen Isebrands Brown 

   kisebrow@gmail.com 

Greg Nevinski 

   squash53129@yahoo.com 

Jeff Paddock 

paddockais@yahoo.com 

Craig Zarley 

   craig.zarley@gmail.com 

 

 

 

The Squash Lake Association thanks the 

following corporate sponsors for their  

support. 
 

Bridgestone Americas Tire Operations, llC,        

Tube Business Division, PO Box 10730,2700          

East Main Street, Russellville, AR 72802                                 

Telephone 479-964-0212 

Henkel's Town Pump 

7161 Hwy 8 W Rhinelander, WI   715-282-6067 

 

MENARDS INC. 

2221 N Sevens St  Rhinelander, WI  54501 

715-361-2216 

 

RHINELANDER FAMILY DENTISTRY SC 

Daniel P. Gremban, DDS    715-365-5900 

803 Lincoln St  Rhinelander, WI  54501 
 

The Squash Lake Association is a 
Member of the Following: 

 
Wisconsin Lakes Association 

Oneida County Lakes and Rivers Association 

 


