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Mission Statement
The Squash Lake Association’s mission is to preserve
and protect Squash Lake and
its surrounding ecosystems,
and also to enhance the water
quality, the fishery, the wild
natural habitats, boating
safety, and the aesthetic
values of Squash Lake, as a
public recreational facility
for today and for future generations.
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Send your comments &
submissions to:
jzappling@gmail.com

PRESIDENT ’ S CORNER
Just Can’t Decide
This is unusual. It must be my sixth complete rewrite of this article. I just
can’t seem to decide which things are important to discuss with our residents. And now I’m late getting it submitted!
I am impressed with the committee handling the Lake Management Planning project, as well as our consulting firm, Onterra. The initial drafts
have been insightful and educational. The committee is committed to making sure the document is comprehensive, and there is a lot of discussion
between the committee and Onterra to that end. Spoiler alert: It is a long
report and it’s not done yet! Those of us close to this project feel as
though we’ve not worked on it long at all. Yet, we realize that to our residents, it feels like it’s taking forever. All I can say is, have patience. Even
though it is not complete yet, the Lake Management Plan is already ensuring that we will continue to have grant funding for controlling aquatic invasive species on Squash Lake. The committee expects to roll out the final plan sometime in the latter half of 2014.
In the coming months, you’ll see more fund raising projects unfold. The
big difference between these and the usual ones is that we are reaching out
to our whole community for support through these fundraisers. Squash
Lake is enjoyed by more than just our property owners. We want to include off-lake residents in our fundraising efforts.

The Squash Lake Association proudly participates
in the Wisconsin DNR and the UWEX Lakes, Clean
Boats Clean Waters Program.
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Crescent Ice-Drag Racing
Ordinance Adopted by Pelican
by
Dan Butkus

.In the last newsletter, we reported that the Crescent
Town Lakes Committee was promoting an ordinance
to regulate winter events held on town lakes. This was
in response to Lake Thompson’s experience last year
with an ice-drag racing held last year. Since then, the
Town of Crescent adopted an ordinance drafted by the
Town Lakes Committee. It specifically regulates icedrag racing on town lakes. In addition, the Town of
Pelican, where Lake Thompson is located, adopted a
nearly identical ordinance modeled after Crescent’s.
Some feared that this ordinance would prevent these
events. However, another ice-drag race is scheduled
for Lake Thompson in the winter of 2014. Both Pelican and Crescent will be evaluating how well the new
ordinances work once the event is concluded.
Lake Julia straddles the border between Crescent and
Pelican. Adoption of this ordinance by both towns
now means that all of Lake Julia is covered. Discussions are expected between Crescent and
Woodboro, so that all of Squash Lake may be similarly
covered.

PROTECT OUR OAK TREES

Thank You!
by
Dan Butkus

It is always sad when our residents sell their property
and leave the lake. Doubly true when they have been
instrumental in helping the association through dedicated volunteerism. On behalf of the Squash Lake
Association, I’d like to say, “Thank you for all your
support,” to Carole Mustacci and Dale Kramer. We
wish you both the best, wherever life takes you. You
will be missed. Together, you were a dedicated
pair. We appreciated the time you spent at our boat
landing, inspecting boats as part of our Clean Boats
Clean Waters program. You were a tremendous help
with our annual meeting setups, membership drives,
and many other endeavors on behalf of our association.
For those who were not aware, Carole also managed
our association website. With her marketing skills
and creative personality, she made our website what it
is today. Personally, I had come to rely on Carole for
her creative insight and skill in taking my nebulous
ideas, and transforming them into elegant finished
products. Carole has agreed to continue helping us
with the website until we can find another volunteer
to take over.
From all of us on Squash Lake, all the best to Carole
and Dale!

by

You have brains in your head, You have feet

KIB, Squash Lake’s resident tree hugger

in your shoes. You can steer yourself in any

The red oaks that surround Squash Lake are a valuable
part of our landscape. They live 100-200 years, which
is much longer than most deciduous trees in our climate. The oak’s acorns provide an important food
source for many birds and mammals.
If you plan to prune your oak tree, DO IT IN COLD
WEATHER (NOVEMBER-FEBRUARY). Pruning
oaks in the warm season (March-October) invites the
lethal disease oak leaf wilt, a fungus, which spreads
quickly from oak to oak killing them in a matter of
months. Oak leaf wilt has serious effects comparable
to the Dutch Elm disease of the 1950’s.
Support your local oak :)

direction you choose.
Dr. Seuss
WEBSITE MANAGER NEEDED
With Carol Mustacci Leaving us , SLA is looking for
a new Website Manager. We will pay up to $100
for tuition to take a class in this area and Carol said
that she would help whoever takes on the responsibility.
Please contact Janet Appling
jzappling@gmail.com
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Squash Lake Management Plan
The Squash Lake Management Planning project is
moving toward completion. Our lake consultant Onterra
has completed a draft management plan and the lake
management committee met January 18 to review the
plan. The committee suggested several additions to the
plan that better reflect SLA’s efforts to monitor and
control Eurasian water milfoil.

--Of the lake’s 7.8 miles of shorefront, 3.2 miles, or
41 percent is natural or undeveloped, 1.4 miles or
18 percent, is developed/natural and 1.9 miles or 24
percent is developed/semi-natural.

Those editions will be incorporated in the coming
weeks and the completed plan will then be submitted to
the Department of Natural Resources for final approval.
Onterra anticipates that the final plan should be approved and ready for presentation to the entire SLA
membership at our annual meeting in July.

--Because of the relatively small size of the watershed, the lake is susceptible to damage from future
shoreland over development

The management committee is comprised of SLA board
members Stephanie Boismenue, Craig Zarley, Marj
Mehring, Karen Isebrands Brown and Greg Nevinski.
Report highlights:
Lakefront Owner Survey
--The top three activities of residents on Squash Lake
are serenity/relaxation, swimming and nature viewing.

-1.3 miles of lake frontage, or 17 percent is urbanized or developed unnatural.

Lake Water Levels
--Low water levels are due to the prolonged drought
beginning is 2004
--Lake levels will rise to pre-2004 levels only
through years of average and above average precipitation
--Pumping water from the lake by residents watering their lawns has no impact on lake levels because
of the small volume of water removed
Eurasian Water Milfoil

--The top three concerns of residents are aquatic invasive species, lakeshore development and property value
declines due to aquatic invasive species

--EWM comprises only 0.2 percent of the lake’s
aquatic plant community

--More lake residents own kayaks and canoes than
boats with motors greater than 25 hp.

--The occurrence of EWM has increased in certain
areas and is more widespread than in 2009 but infestation is still overall low

Water Quality and Aquatic Plants
--Squash Lake’s diverse and abundant aquatic plants
coupled with a high percentage of undeveloped shoreline contribute to one of the highest water qualities of
any Wisconsin lake
--High water quality acts as a buffer against acid rain
and makes the lake unsuitable to potential infestations
of zebra mussels
--The 54 species of native aquatic plans in the lake
make it difficult for Eurasian Water Milfoil to become a
dominant species.
Watershed and Shoreland Assessment
--The Squash Lake watershed or area in which surface
water drains into the lake is 1,110 acres, including the
lake surface of 399 acres.

--Hand harvesting keeps EWM from spreading
more rapidly
--Lakes without EWM control efforts often see dramatic increases in EWM infestations
Fish Populations
--Walleyes and largemouth bass are the dominant
game fish in the lake with about 2 adults of each
species per acre, but largemouth bass populations
have increased in the past 20 years
--Some studies correlate rising largemouth bass
populations to declining walleye numbers
--In 2012, of the 155 walleyes speared by Native
Americans on Squash Lake, only one identified as a
spawning female by the DNR
--Committee will seek more input from the DNR.
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GOLF OUTING 2014
As you all know, much of the Squash Lake Association’s efforts have been directed at the on going problem
of Eurasian Milfoil and other invasive species. Much
has been accomplished, but the problem is not going to
go away anytime soon. Efforts utilizing divers to hand
pick the milfoil have been very successful, but will need
to be continued at least at the present level. Funding up
to this point has come mainly from grants and Squash
Lake residents. It has become clear, however, that additional funding will be needed in the future. To this end,
your Squash Lake Association Board has been in discussion about ways to raise additional funds.
One event that will be happening this coming June, will
be a golf outing. This first annual event will take place
on Sunday, June 15th at the Northwoods Golf Course.
Plans are for a handicapped 4 person, 9 hole event,
starting in the afternoon. A light dinner and presentation
of awards will conclude the day. A committee has been
formed to work on the details of the event. More people
are needed to work on the planning committee, and even
more will be needed to work at the event. You do not
have to know anything about golf to be involved. The
goal is to make this a “fun” event, in addition to raising
money to help preserve Squash Lake.
If you would be willing to help in any capacity, please
contact Dale Smith at 715-367-0088 or e-mail:
dws2621@gmail.com.
Please help promote the first annual Squash Lake
Open. The event is open to the public and golfers of
all ability levels are welcome.
Additional information and the official “Squash
Lake Open” entry form will be available in the next
few weeks.

Where I was born and how and where I lived
is unimportant. It is what I have done with
where I have been that should be of interest.
Georgia O’Keeffe

SLA SILENT AUCTION FUNDRAISER JULY 19TH
It is time to start looking for items to donate to
the


July 19th Annual SLA Silent Auction. We are
looking for new (or like-new) items that you
can part with:



Impulse buys, unwanted gifts, white elephants, your art or crafts, etc. Dig down.



Last year we raised $777 at the silent auction.



Because SLA is a 501c3, your donation is tax
deductible. Donors will receive a receipt
for the dollar amount of the items that they
donate.



Big ticket items for last year’s silent auction
were: wine baskets, video sets, and canvas
wrap photographs.



The 2013 silent auction earnings paid for 39
hours of scuba diving for the removal of
Eurasian Milfoil from Squash Lake.



This year’s goal is to raise $1,000.

Email kisebrow@gmail.com with a list of your
items to be donated. Hold your items until the
7/19.

Conservation Lottery
The DNR is having a lottery to select WI residents who wish to have either an Endangered
Species Review (for specific projects on private
property) or a Conservation Review (just to find
out if your property has rare or endangered species located on it). The reviews normally cost
$150. The lottery winners will get these reviews
for free.
If you're interested, start here with the link. The
lottery ends March 14
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/ERReview/cocuments/
Lottery.pdf
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Crescent Town Lakes
Committee Update

Proposed Mining in 1-A Zoned
Forests

by Dan Butkus

by Dan Butkus

The Oneida County Planning and Development Committee is recommending that metallic mining be included in the list of approved activities in parcels
zoned 1-A Forest. Currently, metallic mineral exploration within parcels zoned 1-A Forest is allowed. However, in order to exploit a mineral deposit
in this zoning category, public hearings, additional
reviews, and special permitting are required. Inclusion of metallic mining as an approved activity would
weaken the review process currently necessary to
open a mine on these parcels. The Planning and Development Committee has not yet scheduled a public
hearing on this proposal.
However, the Squash Lake Association Board voted
to publicly oppose this change to 1-A Forest zoning. Lake watersheds are comprised mostly of forested lands. The quality of the watershed directly impacts the quality of the water in a lake. The Squash
Lake Association is not opposed to mining, if done
responsibly. However, the current zoning laws adequately protect lakes by ensuring a more rigorous review process that takes the quality of area lake watersheds into consideration.

TLC Update continued
 The TLC rejected this change citing that it removes authority from the towns and appears to specifically circumvent the Town of Lynne’s decision to
prevent mining on forestry lands.
Technical change to Single Family Residential:
This allows resorts, previously grandfathered into this
district, to expand operation without a conditional use
permit, only requiring administrative review. This
appears to be targeted to help only one town, Pine
Lake, which rezoned all lake parcels to SFR, grandfathering in operating resorts. It is unclear why a
county-wide solution is required to fix a specific
town’s issue, which was created by that town. However, the TLC recommended that Crescent not object
to this change, if it were presented as a stand- alone
recommendation and not part of the rewrite.

Otherwise a slow off-season, the Town Lakes Committee took up the task of advising the town of its
position on recent developments from the Oneida
County Planning and Development department. Zoning directly and indirectly impacts area
lakes. Recently the P&D proposed initiatives so
they could be passed before the April elections. The TLC reviewed them and submitted its
recommendations to the Town of Crescent. The
town’s official response has since been tabled while
Crescent asks Planning and Development to postpone implementation so that more public input
could be sought.
An informational meeting on February 3 with P&D
department head, Karl Jennrich was hosted by the
TLC and Crescent so that the committee and the
public would have a chance to understand the
changes being proposed and to provide feedback. Approximately twenty (20) people from
Crescent and neighboring towns attended. Below is
a summary of the proposed changes and the TLC’s
recommendation.
 A complete rewrite of Chapter 9, Article 2 –
Zoning Districts is in progress. It seeks to eliminate so-called “piggy-backing” of zoning definitions on prior definitions to reduce confusion and
eliminate paging back and forth between sections. It also contained some technical changes to
zoning definitions. The TLC recommended to
Crescent that while the rewrite to reduce confusion
is supported, it objects to including the technical
changes in a rewrite. It should be a clean rewrite. The technical changes ought to stand alone
on their own merit, not hidden within the rewrite.
 Technical change to the definition of District 1A Forestry: This includes a newly created Special
Conditional Use section to allow metallic mining in
1-A Forest districts. Currently, only metallic mineral exploration is allowed as a conditional use. To
allow mining, a town must authorize rezoning
to District 8, Manufacturing and Industrial.


continued in the previous column TLC update
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Schedule of Events
SLA Board Meeting
Jan 18, 2014:
Apr 26, 2014:
Jun 14, 2014:
Town Hall, 9 a.m.– 11 a.m. This is an open
meeting. Anyone interested in the associations
plans or business is invited to come. You need
not be a member to attend.
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Help Your Neighbor










Contour paddleboat with adjustable and removable back-friendly seats. $75
Sun Dolphin paddleboat with metal rudder
and assembly. Great shape. $100
70's vintage quality Mirrocraft deep-hull 15
ft. fishing boat, 4 seats, no dents or
,
scrapes. $700 Call 715-367-0556
16 ft sail boat for sale, single hull double
sail, good condition : $400 or OBO call 715282-5884
For sale: Used 8' Brunswick Hawthorn pool
table, excellent condition - $1500. Contact
Dan Butkus @ 608-628-5151
Wanted: Used recreational kayak
Contact Barb DeLew, 2801 Bay Dr.
Wanted: a swimming raft. New resident on
the lake on Lake Rest Rd Contact :Julie
VandeBerg <vandjul@gmail.com>

Wish List for The Terminator Crew
The items include: two anchors, Contact
Stephanie Boismenue at stephboismenue.squashlake@hotmail.com

April 2014
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Annual Dues
July 2013 thru June 2014
Please support your Squash Lake
Association:
$________ Annual Dues $25
$________ Donation to control Eurasian Watermilfoil
$________ Donation to General Fund
$________

TOTAL

Please send your contribution to:
Squash lake Association
PO Box 511
Rhinelander, WI 54501

SLA WEBSITE
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SLA BOARD MEMBERS
President: Dan Butkus
dan.butkus@yahoo.com
Vice President: Craig Zarley
craig.zarley@gmail.com
Secretary: Jim Brown
jimb1216@gmail.com
Treasurer: Marj Mehring
dm.mehring@gmail.com

At-Large Members:
Nick Boismenue
boismens@newnorth.net
Stephanie Boismenue
stephboismenue.squashlake@hotmail.com
Karen Isebrands Brown
kisebrow@gmail.com
Tom Johansen
tjohansen@dce.k12.wi.us
Greg Nevinski
squash53129@yahoo.com
Dale Smith
dws2621@gmail.com

http://www.squashlakeassociation.com
Please visit our website for more up-to-date news
and info. If you think something should be listed
on our website, contact Carole Mustacci at:
scanassi@newnorth.net

The Squash Lake Association thanks the
following corporate sponsors for their
support.
Bridgestone Americas Tire Operations, llC,
Tube Business Division, PO Box 10730,2700
East Main Street, Russellville, AR 72802
Telephone 479-964-0212

The Squash Lake Association is a
Member of the Following:
Wisconsin Lakes Association
Oneida County Lakes and Rivers Association

MENARDS INC.
2221 N Sevens St Rhinelander, WI 54501
715-361-2216
Henkel's Town Pump
7161 Hwy 8 W Rhinelander, WI 715-282-6067
RHINELANDER FAMILY DENTISTRY SC
Daniel P. Gremban, DDS 715-365-5900
803 Lincoln St Rhinelander, WI 54501

Newsletter Committee
Editor: Janet Appling jzappling@gmail.com
Committee Members:
Karen Isebrands Brown kisebrow@gmail.com
Carole Mustacci
scanassi@newnorth.net
Craig Zarley
craig.zarley@gmail.com

