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Mission Statement  
The Squash Lake Associa-

tion’s mission is to preserve 

and protect Squash Lake and 

its surrounding ecosystems,   

and also to enhance the water 

quality, the fishery, the wild 

natural habitats, boating 

safety, and the aesthetic  

values of Squash Lake, as a 

public recreational facility 

for today and for future gen-

erations. 
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Send your comments &  

submissions to: 

jzappling@gmail.com  

The Squash Lake Association proudly participates  

in the Wisconsin DNR and the UWEX Lakes, Clean 

Boats Clean Waters Program.   

The SLA Board 

sends its   

wishes to All Lake 

Residents 
 For 

A Joyous, Blessed and Safe 

Holiday Season 
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PRESIDENT ’ S CORNER 

 

“Reflection”  

 

 
Really I’ve been President for just over a year, I count 

October as my first anniversary.  It was a year ago 

that I presided over my first board meeting, where I 

had to create the agenda from scratch.  It also marks 

the anniversary of my first “President’s Corner” arti-

cle for our newsletter.  In looking back, it was easy to 

focus on the emergencies and the fundraising.  Those 

were immediate needs, and you, our residents, came 

through.  Thank you. 

 

But in that look-back, I realized we have done so 

much to be proud of in addition to raising money and 

fighting EWM.  We are so much more than combat-

ing invasive species.  Thanks to the efforts started by 

Pat Dugan, our association became one of the driving 

forces behind creating the Town of Crescent Town 

Lakes Committee (more on that in my other article in 

this newsletter).  We are well on our way to complet-

ing the Lake Management grant.  The data from the 

resident surveys, historical water quality, shoreline 

and aquatic plant surveys, and fisheries studies will be 

collated later this winter.  Soon we will have a snap-

shot of the current condition of our lake to use as a 

baseline moving forward.   As a nerdy science geek, I 

will personally find that very interesting.  A bat sur-

vey was conducted on our lake this past summer.  

This will be continued into next year since Squash 

Lake is one of the area lakes that is lacking a substan-

tive bat population database.  It is of key interest to 

the DNR to obtain bat data on our lake. 

 

Finally, I never realized how hard our volunteers and 

our board members work!  We exceeded our goal for 

volunteer boat inspection hours.  Even though we are 

shy of our goal on volunteer milfoil monitoring hours 

this year, that work was critical in identifying emerg-

ing milfoil so that our divers could spend more time 

harvesting it instead of looking for it.  Our board has 

spent a great deal of time managing our grants, rais-

ing money, coordinating activities, and handling my 

ceaseless inquiries as I tried to get up to speed in my 

first year.  So, to everyone who is reading this, thank 

you!  You make all this possible. 

The lake association held a Volunteer Recognition 

Nite with a  pizza party at Pizza Haven on October 

26th.  Also recognized were the volunteers doing the 

milfoil shoreline searches and our dedicated divers 

that have been pulling milfoil all summer. 

 

This year we had a total of 33 people volunteering at 

the boat landing for the CLEAN BOATS/ CLEAN 

WATER  project on the lake.  We were successful in 

meeting and exceeding our grant goal for 200 hours. 

 

A HEARTFELT THANK YOU  

 to the following people that have spent time protect-

ing our precious lake  resource with their volunteer 

time. 

Bill Akan, Janet and Ronald Appling, Steph and Nick 

Boismenue, Dan Butkus, Jim and Karen Brown, 

Roger Degris, Leroy, Ferries, Tom Fuss, Mark Falk, 

Wes Jaros, Dale Kramer, Jill Kuczmarski, Chris and 

Tom Kowalski, Marge Mehring, Carole Mustacci, 

Greg Nevinski, Jeff Paddock, Dale Smith, Jim Smith, 

Gary and Sharon Sparling,  Don, Nancy and Paul 

Schroder, Alice, Clay, Janell Van Gomple, Kimie 

Wiepz and Craig Zarley. 

ODDS & ENDS 

 

NICOLET PHOTOGRAPHIC ART 

SHOW 

Anyone that didn’t go to see  Karen Isebrands 

Brown’s photography, in Sept, really missed 

out on some wonderful  photographic  master-

pieces.       Beautiful work Karen 

 

MINOCQUA  U of W ART SHOW  

 Janet Appling entered 2 of her Pyrographic 

art pieces in the Amateur  art category and re-

ceived an Honorable Mention on one.  Dis-

played in Minocqua Public Library  Oct 5th 

thru Nov 3rd 

Volunteer Recognition 
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Notes from the Milfoil Terminator   
Article and photos by Stephanie Boismenue 

 

Free Compost  

 

Do you dream of having plump vegetables in 

your garden next year? If so, I can help!  

There is 4 years worth of Squash Lakes har-

vested Eurasian Water milfoil (EWM), hang-

ing out in my woods, waiting to go to its new 

home in YOUR GARDEN!  

Contact Steph at 715-493-0008   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EWM Harvesting and Monitoring Tools  

 

There are many tools that are used daily for 

SLA’s harvesting and monitoring activities. 

One of our most valued tools are the orange 

markers (see photo) as well as markers made 

from milk jugs and laundry bottles. They are 

used to mark EWM locations and specific lo-

cations of the divers harvesting grid system. 

All of the markers have the following written 

on them: “Please Do Not Remove, Aquatic 

Invasive Species–EWM Marker, SLA/WDNR”. 

Unfortunately, during the last 4 years, several 

of the markers have gone missing from the 

important locations they were marking. There-

fore, if you see them, please do not remove 

them. However, please call Stephanie if a 

marker looks as if it’s floating in the middle of 

the lake (i.e. not anchored)   

 

   Please Help Prevent the Spread of 

Aquatic Invasive Species. 

 

Please do not enter or exit a water body until 

you have removed all plants, animals, mud, 

sand, and caked-on-scum from every inch of 

your boat, motor, canoe, kayak, sailboat, jet 

ski, anchor, anchor chain/rope, trailer, duck 

hunting clothes and dogs...yes I said dogs! 

Drain all water, ice your catch, and toss un-

used bait in the trash at home.  
 

 

             EWM Markers Needed 

 
 

The SLA divers and Volunteer Milfoil Moni-

tors are in desperate need of the orange mak-

ers. Please consider donating funds towards 

EWM markers or purchasing them. They 

cost between $7.00—$12.00 each and can 

be purchased in various sporting good stores 

and Fleet Farm.  

 

For more information about this project or to 

volunteer, please contact Stephanie Bois-

menue, SLA’s Volunteer AIS and EWM 

Hand-Harvesting Project Coordinator,          

at 715-493-0008.  
 

This is some of the EWM har-

vested in 2013.  
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   Notes from the Milfoil Terminator   

  Thank You 

As the 2013  EWM hand-harvesting season 

comes to a close, I would like to thank the fol-

lowing people responsible for making this years 

EWM project a success:  

 Squash Lake Association Board of Directors 

and Members for stewardship, support and 

financial support. 

 Janet Appling, Bill Akan and the Clean Boats 

Clean Water Volunteers for AIS proactive 

measures. 

  Nick Boismenue for keeping the Milfoil Ter-

minator full of gasoline and helping to keep 

the boat afloat.  

 Gary Cirilli for donating a depth finder. 

 Roger Degris for donating a rather large 

amount of rope and clips.  

 Kevin Gauthier, Sr., Lakes Management Co-

ordinator of the WDNR, for making this pro-

ject possible and continuing to support it, as 

well as technical  support and advocacy.  

 Mike Mack for going above and beyond what 

is asked of him, volunteer time, personal 

tools and hardware, and for always thinking 

of ways to make this project more efficient, 

cost effective, and successful! Happy picking 

in the underwater garden, man! 

 

 Linda and Bill Nichols, owners of 

Timer Bay Scuba in Woodruff, for ad-

vocacy, and assistance with dive tanks 

and gear.  

 Sandy Wickman of the Citizens Lake 

Monitoring Network/DNR for provid-

ing training and education.  

 Onterra, LLC for being advocates and 

providing technical support.  

 Rhinelander Fire Department for as-

sisting with dive tanks.  

 SLA’s 2013 Volunteer Milfoil Moni-

tors: Nick Boismenue, Karen Isebrands

-Brown, Dan Butkus, Vanessa DeWalt, 

LeRoy Ferries, Dan Mehring, Marj 

Mehring, Greg Nevinski, Dave 

Polkowski, Deborah Polkowski, Dale 

Smith, Alice VanGomple, Clay Van-

Gomple, Scott Wisniewski, and Craig 

Zarley. Thank you for your dedication 

and stewardship to the lake we all 

love!  

 SLA’s hardworking, dedicated, and 

spectacular dive crew: Mike, Dan, Fred, 

Jim, Nick, Taylor, David, and Laura. 

The residents of Squash Lake are for-

ever grateful for all you have done to 

preserve the lake’s pristine ecological 

integrity and keep it free of herbicides! 

            The Milfoil Terminators: 
 

Fred, David, Mike, Steph, Taylor, and Nick. Missing: Dan, Jim, & Laura  
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Crescent Town Lakes Committee Update  
 By Dan Butkus 

 

In the past six months, the newly formed 

Crescent Town Lakes Committee (TLC) has 

had to quickly decide what kind of organiza-

tion it is, and what kind of issues it should 

tackle.  Under the chairmanship of Town Su-

pervisor, Joel Knutson, the TLC is organized 

as a non-voting advisory committee to the 

town board.  Each lake association has a per-

manent seat on the committee.  However, it is 

open to all residents of the Town of Crescent.  

Its purpose is to obtain resident input on is-

sues relating to the town lakes and waterways, 

and to be a vehicle for petitioning the town 

board on common issues that residents feel 

need attention. 

One of the committee’s first acts was to pro-

mote a town ordinance that would regulate or-

ganized lake events, especially in the winter.  

This was in response to the troubles Lake 

Thompson experienced last winter with ice 

drag racing.  The committee believed that 

without proper regulation and clean-up guide-

lines, fuel spills and accidents may end up 

polluting the area lakes.  In addition, regula-

tion would help prevent property damage on 

the lakes, and restore the condition of the area 

used for an event so it would not interfere 

with other activities enjoyed by lake residents, 

once the event was over.  An events ordinance 

was approved by the Town Board in October. 

Through the TLC, Squash Lake’s boat landing 

will be placed on a 5-year budget plan to re-

pair the collapsing retaining walls.  The com-

mittee is currently working on two other is-

sues.  It is too early to discuss these in detail, 

but they involve the coordination of a compre-

hensive fisheries project and a means to se-

cure additional funding for lake associations 

to combat invasive species. 

 

Northwoods Land Trust 

NORTHWOODS LAND TRUST offered a  

pontoon tour of Squash Lake to the public 

on Aug, 27.   Jim and Karen Brown and 

Greg Nevinski volunteered their pontoon 

boats for the tour.  Bryan Pierce of NWLT 

narrated the first part of the tour as we 

floated the shoreline of the properties do-

nated to NWLT by Roger Degris and Sue 

and Pat Dugan. We are fortunate that ~7,000 

ft. of Squash Lake shoreline and many acres 

are now held in conservancy by NWLT for 

all generations to come. 

 

Then, Karen Isebrands Brown conducted a 

tour of the southeast bay. The 11 guests were 

fascinated with the tales of all the magical 

sights and sounds that Karen had captured in 

her photographs during Jim and Karen’s 

kayak  visits to the bay. She shared a power-

point of her photographs with the visitors. 

 

  If you hold the title to a large track of land 

on the shores of Squash Lake, consider leav-

ing it in conservancy to NWLT. It is Karen’s 

dream to have the  wildlife sanctuary in the 

southeast bay held in conservancy by the 

NWLT. If that shoreline is developed, the 

loons and sandhills will no longer call it 

“home”. The NWLT is in her will. Consider 

putting it into your estate planning.  Email 

Karen at kkisebrow@gmail.com   isfor more 

information. 

mailto:kisebrow@gmail.com


Page    6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
,  
      

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25Christ

mas 

26 27 28 

29 30 31     

       

December  2013 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28Thank

sgiving 

29 30 

November  2013 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 New 

Years 

2newsltr 

stuff due 

3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18board 

meeting 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

January  2014 

Schedule of Events 
 

SLA Board Meeting    
Oct 26, 2013: 

Jan 18, 2014: 

Apr 26, 2014: 

Jun 14, 2014: 

  Town Hall, 9 a.m.– 11 a.m.  This is an open 

meeting.  Anyone interested in the associations 

plans or business is invited to come. You need 

not be a member to attend. 

 

November 1, 2013.  Newsletter  articles due 

 

December 25, 2013   Christmas 

 

December 31, 2013  New Years  Eve  

 

January 2, 2014  Newsletter articles due  

 
Help Your Neighbor 

 Contour paddleboat with adjustable and re-

movable back-friendly seats.  $75 

Sun Dolphin paddleboat with metal rudder 

and assembly. Great shape.  $100 

70's vintage quality Mirrocraft deep-hull 15 

ft. fishing boat, 4 seats, no dents or 

scrapes.   $700    Call 715-367-0556 
 16 ft sail boat for sale, single hull double 

sail, good condition : $400 or OBO call 715-

282-5884 

 For sale:  Used 8' Brunswick Hawthorn pool 

table, excellent condition - $1500.  Contact 

Dan Butkus @ 608-628-5151 

 Wanted: Used recreational kayak 

Contact Barb DeLew, 2801 Bay Dr. 

 Wanted: a swimming raft.  New resident on 

the lake on Lake Rest Rd Contact :Julie 

VandeBerg <vandjul@gmail.com>  

 
Wish List for The Terminator Crew 

 
The items include:  two anchors, Contact 

Stephanie  Boismenue   at    stephbois-

menue.squashlake@hotmail.com  
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Annual Dues 

July 2013 thru June 2014 
Please support your Squash Lake  

Association: 

 

$________   Annual Dues  $25 

 

$________   Donation to control Eurasian Water-

milfoil 

  

$________   Donation to General Fund 

  

$________    TOTAL 

 

Please send your contribution to: 

Squash lake Association 

PO Box 511 

Rhinelander, WI  54501 

SLA WEBSITE 
http://www.squashlakeassociation.com 

 

Please visit our website for more up-to-date news 

and info.  If you think something should be listed 

on our website, contact Carole Mustacci at: 

scanassi@newnorth.net 

Newsletter Committee 
Editor:  Janet Appling   jzappling@gmail.com   

  

Committee Members:   

Karen Isebrands Brown    kisebrow@gmail.com    

Carole Mustacci                 scanassi@newnorth.net    

Craig Zarley                     craig.zarley@gmail.com                            

 

 

SLA  BOARD MEMBERS 
President:  Dan Butkus 
   dan.butkus@yahoo.com 

Vice President:  Craig Zarley 

   craig.zarley@gmail.com 

Secretary:  Jim Brown 
    jimb1216@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Marj Mehring 

   dm.mehring@gmail.com 

At-Large Members: 
Nick  Boismenue 

   boismens@newnorth.net 

Stephanie Boismenue 
   stephboismenue.squashlake@hotmail.com 

Karen Isebrands Brown 

   kisebrow@gmail.com 

Tom Johansen 

   tjohansen@dce.k12.wi.us 

Greg Nevinski 

   squash53129@yahoo.com 

Dale Smith 
   dws2621@gmail.com 

 

 

 

The Squash Lake Association thanks the 

following corporate sponsors for their  

support. 
 

Bridgestone Americas Tire Operations, llC,        

Tube Business Division, PO Box 10730,2700          

East Main Street, Russellville, AR 72802                                 

Telephone 479-964-0212 

MENARDS INC. 

2221 N Sevens St  Rhinelander, WI  54501 

715-361-2216 

Henkel's Town Pump 

7161 Hwy 8 W Rhinelander, WI   715-282-6067 

 

RHINELANDER FAMILY DENTISTRY SC 

Daniel P. Gremban, DDS    715-365-5900 

803 Lincoln St  Rhinelander, WI  54501 
 

The Squash Lake Association is a 
Member of the Following: 

 
Wisconsin Lakes Association 

Oneida County Lakes and Rivers Association 

 


