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ITS YOUR NEWSLETTER, PLEASE MAKE A SUBMISSION  
 
     We are looking for Stories: family stories or anecdotes, from incidents on the lake,       
Pictures: of fish caught, wildlife visitors, your landscaping, your flower garden,  shore-
line restoration,  family reunions, Poetry: are you creative? Recipes: do you have a rec-
ipe that you are known for, or is a favorite with your family,  Activities & Traditions:  
what are some of the activities that your family participates in here on the lake?  Are there 
any rituals that your family has developed over the years, when you get to the lake? 
 
     The purpose of the newsletter is to help us get to know our neighbors better and keep 
everyone updated on important information pertaining to the lake and its surrounding wa-
tershed and ecosystem.  We really need YOUR input  to make this a community newslet-
ter. 
 
     Information can be submitted for review by email or regular mail to members of the 
Newsletter Committee or, to Janet Appling at 7324 Peninsula Rd, Rhinelander, WI 54501, 
or to: janetappling@yahoo.com  by the 15th of the first month of each quarter. (Apr, 
July, Oct, Jan) 

SLA‘s Mission Statement 
  
To preserve and protect Squash Lake and its surrounding ecosystem.   
And to enhance  the water quality,  the fishery,  boating safety,  and 
the aesthetic values of Squash Lake, as a public recreational facility 
for today and for future generations. 

Jaros Brothers vs Oneida County/Woodboro Township Trial  
 Begins In Madison WI :                     

 Sept 12, 2011  Anyone interested in attending is welcome, it is an open trial 
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Letter from the President 

     It is mid-August as I write this, and once again summer has whizzed by.  In fact, it 
seems to go faster every year.  I noticed yesterday when I swam around our bay that 
the water temperature has already come down after a few cool nights.  And once 
again I realize that I have not gotten my sailboat out as often as I had hoped.  The 
loons have nested successfully this year and the two loon chicks have grown into 
adolescence.  We have had lots of rain, but the lake level is still far below the ordi-
nary high water mark. 
     I had the opportunity to spend a morning on “The Terminator” recently assisting 
three of our scuba divers cruise the lake and pull Eurasian Water Milfoil (EWM).  
They informed me how amazed they were at the aggressiveness of EWM, and how 
quickly the plant grows in just a week or two.  They have also had experience work-
ing in lakes that have applied chemical treatments, and they said that neither process 
appears to be 100% successful with this nasty weed.  The Lake Tomahawk Associa-
tion, which has a more established EWM infestation, is now asking its residents to 
contribute $270 per year as their “fair share” in eradicating EWM.  It is clear to me 
that we are in this for the long haul.  And we will not be able to rely forever on DNR 
grant funding. 
     As you can see from our newsletter, we have been busy on many fronts.  But I 
don’t expect things to calm down anytime soon.  With increasing population growth 
and lakefront development there will be increasing demand on our lake association 
to help mediate conflicting priorities.  We are fortunate to live on such a pristine 
lake.  We need your help in keeping it that way.  Please get involved. 
 
I enjoyed seeing many of you at the annual meeting and elsewhere on the lake. 
 
Pat Dugan 

HELP YOUR NEIGHBOR 

SLA  OFFICERS & BOARD MEMBERS: 
Pat Dugan, President, pdugan@shsmh.org             Craig Zarley, Vice President, craig.zarley@gmail.com 
Jim Brown, Secretary, jmb1216@gmail.com           Marj Mehring, Treasurer, dmehring@gmail.com 
Karen Isebrands Brown, kisebrow@et, Nick Boismenue, boismens@newnorth.net, 
 Greg Nevinski, squash53129@yahoo.com,  Laura Hetland,  Hetlands7386@gmail.com 

Need someone to cut my grass:  call Werner Herman  at (715) 835-8630 
 
Wanted: A recommendation for a reliable business that seasonally removes, stores, and 
launches pontoon boats.  Please call 282 5730 with your recommendation and phone number. 
 
16 ft sail boat for sale: $400 or OBO call 715-282-5884 
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LAKE MANAGEMENT GRANT 

SLA is applying for a Lake Management Grant from the state.  The purpose of 
this grant is to establish a base line status of the lake, the surrounding water-
shed and the surrounding ecosystem; and to monitor and react to any changes, 
if necessary.  Below is the proposal from Onterra, the company that we have 
engaged to work with us on this project. 
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2011 Annual Meeting and Picnic Review 

The Annual Meeting was held on July 2, 2011, from 9-11:30 am, just off Roger Degris’ 
beach.  The morning weather was ideal and the Brunch Pot Luck was delicious as our 
pot lucks always are.  With all the tables and chairs set up under the trees at the edge of 
the beach, no one had to sit in the sun.  There  were games set up for the kids, to keep 
them occupied during the business meeting.  The meeting was informative, but short.  
We had our divers there to answer questions about the milfoil, Bill Akan to speak briefly 
to the group about volunteering at the landing and Stephanie set up a display on Inva-
sive Species.  She had samples of Eurasian Water milfoil taken from our lake for every-
one to see and learn to identify.  We all got a first hand look at SLA’s newest acquisition 
“The Milfoil Terminator”, a pontoon boat for the milfoil harvesting. 
We had about 40 members present and a good time was had by all. 
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NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE:  
   Janet Appling, janetappling@yahoo.com,          Stephanie Boismenue, boimens@newnorth.net 
     Karen Isebrands Brown, kisebrow@charter.net,       Carole Mustacci, scnassi@newnorth.net  
     Craig Zarley, craig.zarley@gmail.com 

.  It was a smashing success!  With only six lake families donating items for 
the silent auction, we made $662.50!  Way to go!  The price range on the items 
purchased was $5- $180. Considering the fact that Karen put out the call for 
donations only three days before the annual picnic, this amount of money is 
great!  Think how much money we can make next year when we plan ahead 
and more people bring items for the auction.  The proceeds will be used to pay 
the divers who are removing the EMF from Squash Lake. We can pay for over 
33 hours of diving with this money.  Thank you to the donors and the big 
spenders who purchased the great items. 
The generous  donors were : Paco & Heidi Fralick, Jim &Shirley Trask, Tina 
and Greg Baer, Katy & Jim Dyreby, Sue and Pat Dugan, and Karen & Jim 
Brown 

SLA’s  1st Annual Silent Auction at our Annual Picnic 
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 Henkel's Town Pump 

SPECIALS 
FRI: Shrimp Basket/Fish Fry 
SATURDAY: MEXICAN DAY 11—9 

SUNDAY: BUCKETS OF CHICKEN 
 
Grill open every day for Burgers, 
 Sandwiches, Pizza 

Party Room Now Available 
715-282-6067 

 
RHINELANDER FAMILY 

DENTISTRY SC 

TOTAL FAMILY CARE 
NEW PATIENTS WELCOME 
Same Day Emergency care 
Daniel P. Gremban 
803 Lincoln St 
Rhinelander 
715-365-5900 

These business’s have made donations to SLA to support our efforts in keeping 
Squash Lake and the surrounding environment healthy and clean for future genera-
tions.                                    PLEASE SUPPORT THEM  

 SLA 
WEBSITE  

 

squashlakeassocia-
tion.com 
Our website car-
ries all the up to 
date news and in-
formation that 
would be of inter-
est to lake owners.  
If you think some-
thing should be 
there, and it isn’t 
contact Carole 
Mustacci at 
 
scanassi@newnorth.net 

Squash Lake Association will receive a $1,000 challenge award from Wisconsin Public Service to 
be used for the purpose of paying the divers to remove the Eurasian Milfoil from our lake, IF, the 
residents of Squash Lake are willing to do the following: 
1***** Install 10 weatherization kits (provided by WPS) in our community. Please volunteer your 
home or recruit a neighbor. 
2***** At least 10 Squash Lake community members must sign up to attempt to reduce their en-
ergy usage by 5% in September, October, and November 2011 (over their energy usage in those 
same months in 2010). Please volunteer or recruit a neighbor. 
3***** SLA must host an energy speaker at one of our SLA meetings.  The speaker has been 
scheduled to speak at our August 15th board meeting at Pat Dugan’s home @ 6:30.   Everyone is 
welcome. 
 “ Fulfilling this grant will not only bring SLA $1,000, but it will also reduce our 
ecological footprint.” 
I think everyone will agree that this is an easy way to earn $1,000 for our lake to use to help eradi-
cate the Eurasian Milfoil from Squash Lake.  Please volunteer to be a part of this effort 
Karen applied for this grant from WPS and is looking forward to your response to fulfill SLA’s re-
quirements. Please email her at kisebrow@gmail.com with you questions or commitment. 
                                                                                                                                             Thank you. 

WISCONSIN PUBLIC SERVICE 
TO AWARD 

 $1000 CHALLENGE GRANT 
TO 

SQUASH LAKE ASSOCIATION 
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UPDATE ON OUR SQUASH LAKE LOONS 
AND BEYOND:   

By  
Karen Isebrands Brown 

                                                            
    This year our Squash Lake loons chose a new 
nesting  place.  They moved from the southeast 
bay, where traditionally they have been for years, 
to a location near the small island.  That is not the 
only change.  The female loon that had been nest-
ing in the bay did not return this year.  The male , 
who was actually her son………yes, I know,
…………… did return and now has a new mate. 
He was hatched on Washburn Lake, in 1998.  
This 13 year old male is much larger than the av-
erage. Thankfully, this year there was a successful 
hatch. Dr. Walter Piper and his team banded the 
new female and the two chicks on July27th. The 
bands tell the date of banding and the location. 
     Jim and Karen Brown had the honor of accom-
panying Dr. Michael Meyers, the DNR loon spe-
cialist and research scientist, and his team on July 
21st to band the loon chicks on Stella Lake in 
Vilas County. At 10 PM the small boat was 

launched.  out into the dark waters we streamed with only the stars witnessing our voyage.   
From the boat two flood lights swept back and forth across the black steaming water to spot 
the loons. Recordings of loon chicks in stress were played from a boom box.  As we ap-
proached the loons, a musky net was readied to gently scoop the bird in to the boat. Then 
the loon was slowly lowered into a crate. 
     We were thinking that the loons would be very vocal and be flopping around trying to 
escape, but, amazingly enough; it was a very gentle and peaceful experience. It was as 
though the loons knew that this team meant no harm.  The loons were handled by a fellow 
named Doug, who I refer to as “The Loon Whisperer.”  He was “at one” with each 
loon…….handling them ever so tenderly.  It was magical to watch. 
     Once we returned to shore, the bands of the adult loons were read.  The male was 22 yrs. 
old and the female was 11. Chicks were given their new bands.  The silver band has a 
unique ID number. The other bands indicate the sex, lake where banded, and the date. The 
later three bands can be “read” through binoculars. 
      Dr .Meyers carefully drew a blood sample from each loon.  The sample was sent to a 
lab to test for mercury content.  In recent years, there has been an increase in the amount of 
mercury in the loons’ blood. It has been said that this could possibly be from the increase in 
the number of coal-fired power plants.  Also, a small sample was taken from a wing feather 
and sent to the lab.  The loon was placed in a net sling and weighed.  Team members John 
and Dennis carefully recorded all of this information. All the time that these samples were 
being taken, the loon rested peacefully in the arms of “The Loon Whisperer”. It was a beau-
tifully peaceful experience for all present. 
     Jim and Karen were very excited to hold the loon chick.  What a thrill! The feathers on 
the head of the adults’ felt like silk.  Karen’s biggest thrill was touching the webs between 
the loon’s toes.  What would you think it would feel like……cold and slimy?  Not so…..it 
was warm and soft and silky. 



Page  8 

Open Invitation to All Squash Lake Residents 

 
This is an open invitation to all Squash Lake residents to join 

in an end of summer activity called the Ring of Fire. Based on 

a Native American tradition of lighting fires around the lake 

as a way to celebrate the beauty and abundance of the lake 

and to give thanks for bountiful harvests, good hunting and 

fishing, the Ring of Fire has evolved into an activity for lake 

residents to express their spirit of community and to give thanks for the en-

joyment and pleasure we enjoyed because of the lake. 

 We hope the Ring of Fire becomes a tradition that will grow in the future as 

an activity we all look forward to, as a unique way to mark the end of the sum-

mer season, and to show our continued commitment to maintaining the quality 

of Squash Lake. 

How can you  participate in the Ring of Fire? The Ring of Fire will be held on 

Saturday, September 3rd at dusk. Keeping safety in mind, each residence lights 

a fire or flare(s) along the shore to create a “ring of fire” around the lake.  

The best viewing might be from a boat in the middle of the lake, but again, 

please keep safety in mind by insuring your fires or flares are always attended 

and nighttime boating rules are observed.  

Squash Lake Activities  

SING-A-LONG @ PAT DUGAN’S  

At 6:30 P.M. on Sunday , Aug 15, 2011, a group of lake residents gathered at Pat Dugan’s 
for the planned Squash Lake Sing-A-Long.  The Dugan’s have a very cozy fire pit area just 
up a short distance from the shore.  Although the group was small, we sang, laughed and 
shared a few stories.  It didn’t matter that a few of us were musically challenged, because 
the joy of sharing music and time together was all that mattered.  Pat led the singing and  
accompanied us with his guitar.  Pat’s camp counseling background gave him the repertoire 
of songs  and when we forgot the words from some of the “Oldies” we filled in with hum-
ming or lalalalas  The bonfire kept the mosquitoes away and the sunset was beautiful.   Our 
singing seemed to draw and audience of fishermen in the small bay on the south side of the 
peninsula. 
 
It would have been even more fun if we have had more of the lake residents.  We plan to do 
this again and hope for a better turnout next time. 
 
In July  Stephanie Boismenue led a “quiet boat” regatta around the back end of the big bay.  
The lake association plans to sponsor 1 activity a month for the residents.  We hope that you 
all will participate in these events.  It will help us all to get to know each other better and 
give you an opportunity to make suggestions for future activities 
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Picture Gallery 

SLA 
Annual Meeting 

July  2011 
Degris’ Beach 

1st Annual 
Sing-A-Long 

Dugan’s  
Waterfront 
Aug.  2011 
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Picture Gallery 

Annual Meeting 
July  2011 

Degris’ Beach 

1st Annual 
Sing-A-Long 

Dugan’s  
Waterfront 
Aug.  2011 


