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THE VOICE OF SQUASH LAKE   

MEET OUR NEW LAKE COORDINATORMEET OUR NEW LAKE COORDINATORMEET OUR NEW LAKE COORDINATORMEET OUR NEW LAKE COORDINATOR    

 

My name is Bill Akan,                                 
the AIS coordinator for the Crescent, Julia, and 

Squash Lake Associations. 
 
I am a retired teacher from Oshkosh where I taught Biology and 
Environmental Science for 31 years. 
My under graduate major was in Biology/ Chemistry and my gradu-
ate work in natural resources with an emphasis in Environmental 
Education. 

I also worked with both the Wisconsin DNR and UW-Extension as an air management, and 
water quality specialist on a variety of projects in the Lake Winnebago watershed.  My du-
ties included monitoring and collecting data, compiling reports, and scheduling volunteers 
and projects.  I am familiar with SWIMS. 
In addition I was a member of the Oshkosh Parks Board for many years and its chairperson 
until I moved to Rhinelander.  The Parks Department was charged with the task of maintain-
ing 13 Parks and 6 boat landings and had to deal with several Invasive and nuisance species, 
so I am familiar with the methods used to try and control AIS. 
My wife Cris and our two labs, Bailey and Annie, moved to Rhinelander just about two 
years ago. We have a lake home just south of Rhinelander in the Town of Crescent. 
The main motivation for moving was the pristine waters and natural beauty of the north 
woods. 
We both enjoy all forms of outdoor activities and going to movies. My wife Cris loves to 
quilt and is a fantastic cook! 
We have witnessed firsthand the damage AIS can cause, and the difficulty in trying to eradi-
cate the problem. I will do my best to see this devastation does not come to the north woods  

HEAR YEA, HEAR YEA,  ALL READERSHEAR YEA, HEAR YEA,  ALL READERSHEAR YEA, HEAR YEA,  ALL READERSHEAR YEA, HEAR YEA,  ALL READERS    
Starting with this issue of the newsletter, only the people that do not have 
access to a computer at home will be receiving a hard copy.  The newslet-
ter will be posted on the Squash  Lake Association Website.  Put this ad-
dress on your Favorites:  http://squashlakeassociation.com 
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By Steph Boismenue 

The COOL (Clean Our Oneida Lakes) kids are a group of volunteer area youth, grades 7 and 

up, who, after observing trash in the area lakes, decided to take matters into their own 

hands ....and clean up the Oneida County Lakes. I had the pleasure of talking with the foun-

ders of COOL, Luke and Kyle Lenard, during a recent Oneida County Lakes and Rivers meet-

ing. They reported the following 2007 to 2010 Project Report Highlights: 

Lakes Cleaned by COOL Kids: 

2007: 6 volunteers cleaned Townline and Hanson Lake(s) 

2008: 40 volunteers cleaned Manson, Little Bearskin, Mildred, Julia, Crescent and Buck Lake

(s)  

2009: 15 volunteers cleaned Thompson and Perch Lake(s) 

2010: 20 volunteers cleaned Emma and Washburn Lake(s) 

Total Trash Removed: 

A whopping 4,000 pounds of trash was removed from the combined 12 lakes. After each 

cleanup, the trash was weighed and deposited at the Oneida County Land Fill. 

Items Removed: 

Items found range from hockey sticks to mops, cell phones to digital cameras, neck brace to 7 

left shoes, fishing lures to life jackets, picnic tables to 50 gallon barrels, exhaust manifolds to 

anchors, toys to full liquor bottles, 1,000 aluminum cans to 1,000 plastic containers. 

Goals: 

Clean up 2 lakes in 2011 

To remove trash from all 1,129 lakes in Oneida County  

Recruit youth in 7th and 8th grade to volunteer and "pass the torch" to continue the project. 

Congratulations and a Job well done. May your work be an inspiration to people of all 

ages to be COOL by helping to Clean Our Oneida Lakes! 

 

 

I remember a hundred lovely lakes, and recall the fragrant breath of pine and 

fir and cedar and poplar trees.  The trail has strung upon it, as upon a thread 

of silk, opalescent dawns and saffron sunsets.  It has given me blessed release 

from care and worry and the troubled thinking of our modern day.  It has 

been a return to the primitive and the peaceful.  Whenever the pressure of 

our complex city life thins my blood and benumbs my brain, I seek relief in 

the trail; and when I hear the coyote wailing to the yellow dawn, my cares fall 

from me - I am happy.   

                                                                     ~Hamlin Garland, McClure's, February 1899 
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NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE: 
  Janet Appling, rjappling1@hotmail.com,            Stephanie Boismenue, boismens@newnorth.net, 
  Karen Isebrands Brown, kisebrow@charter.net ,    Carole Mustacci, scanassi@newnorth.net, 
  Craig Zarley, craig.zarley@gmail.com 

Spring around Squash Lake 
Photos by 

Stephanie Boismenue 

Photos taken in Apr. & May 2006 -  left to right & top to bottom:      fern buds,  Great Blue Heron,   
Snow in a ravine leading to lake,    orchid,   ferns,   Pitcher plant,   Loon on nest & Sandhill Crane,   
Dragon Fly,  bear cub in tree,   bear & raccoon tracks  in the sand. 

 



President’s Message 

SLA OFFICERS & BOARD MEMBERS:  
 Pat Dugan,  President,     pdugan@shsmh.org                          Craig Zarley, Vice President,    craig.zarley@gmail.com        
Jim Brown, Secretary,    jmb1216@charter.net                         Marj Mehring, Treasurer ,   dmehring@frontiernet.net,    
Nancy Schroder,   nss7181@newnorth.net                                  Karen Isebrands Brown,     kisebrow@charter.net               
Nick Boismenue,    boismens@newnorth.net                              Greg Nevinski,   squash53129@yahoo.com 
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With spring comes the blossoms of our wild flowers, shrubs, and trees.  Author John Bates, in his 
book Graced by the Seasons reminds us that the timing of the wildflower fragrances can be used as 
a phenological guide to spring.  It is almost as reliable as a printed calendar. The following is 
adapted from John’s book: 
    Trailing arbutus…………………..…late April 
    June berry…………………………. early May 
    Wild pin and choke cherries……..… mid-May 
    Canada mayflower………………..…mid-May 
     False Solomon’s seal…………….….late May 
     Lilac & apple blossoms…………......late May 
  (not wild…….but, hey :) 

 
Welcome to Spring.  It’s April 16th as I write this, and I spent the wee hours of this morning participating in 
the annual crane count.  I’ve done this for most of the last 10 years, and it’s a good excuse to get up before 
dawn and explore a new section of the county. This morning it was about 32 degrees, with about an inch of 
new snow/sleet on the ground, and a light mist.  In other words, a beautiful spring day in the north woods.  
This year we brought our kayaks and paddled out in an area with some open water.  Despite the weather we 
saw (or heard) 5 cranes, saw a plethora of various ducks and other birds, and were entertained by a very vo-
cal pack of coyotes. 
 
The Squash Lake Association board is in the process of applying for a comprehensive lake management 
grant to better monitor and manage the Squash Lake ecosystem. The grant would look at “the big picture,” 
including water quality, the fishery, the shoreland litteral zone, as well as AIS.  It will enable us to be more 
proactive in long term planning rather than sitting back and reacting defensively to whatever comes our 
way. 
 
Our scuba divers did a great job in knocking back the Eurasian Water Milfoil (EWM) last summer, and we 
are applying for another AIS eradication grant to enable us to continue this effort for another year. 
Bill Akan has been hired as our new boat inspection coordinator to help prevent any new AIS infestations.  
Bill has lots of experience and has already completed a training session for new volunteers.  Our goal is to 
cover every weekend from the first Saturday in May (opening day of fishing) through Labor Day.  To do so 
we need to have every SLA member trained to complete at least one 2-hour session at the landing.  The in-
spection schedule will be posted on our website (squashlakeassociation.com) and Bill will be sending out 
periodic email reminders.  You can get trained right at the landing by “shadowing” someone who has been 
trained previously. 
 
Our board is also excited about planning an informal social activity on the first Saturday of every month 
though the summer season.  Stay tuned. 
 
Finally, we owe Greg and Tina Baer a deep debt of thanks for printing and mailing our newsletter for the 
last several years.  Future copies will be sent electronically,  except for those who do not have access to 
email. 
                                                                                                                                    
Pat Dugan 

Phenology of Fragrances 
by    Karen Isebrands Brown 
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SLA 
WEBSITE 

 
http://

squashlake 
associa-
tion.com 

    Henkel’s Town PumpHen-
kel's Town Pump 

SPECIALS 
FRIDAYS: Shrimp Basket or Fish Fry 

SATURDAY MEXICAN DAY 11—9 

SUNDAY:  BUCKETS OF CHICKEN 

Grill open every day for Burgers, Sand-
wiches, Pizza 

Party Room Now Available 

715-282-6067  
7161 Hwy 8 W             Rhinelander 

TOTAL FAMILY CARE 
NEW PATIENTS WELCOME 
Same Day Emergency care 

Daniel P. Gremban 
803 Lincoln St   
 Rhinelander 
715-365-5900  

RHINELANDER  FAMILY 
DENTISTRY SC 

These business’s have made donations 
to SLA  to support our efforts in keep-
ing Squash Lake and the surrounding 
environment healthy and clean for  
future generations.    
             
                PLEASE SUPPORT THEM 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Craig Zarley is SLA’s vice president. He and 
his wife Debra Durchslag live at 2871 Crestwood 
Dr. and have been Squash Lake residents sine 
1999. Craig is a retired newspaper editor, having 
worked most of his career for New York-based CRN, a business publication and 
website covering the information technology industry. Debra recently retired from 
the Oneida County Health Department where she worked for 22 years as a public 
health nutritionist and manager of the Women’s Infant and Children’s program. 
She is also the vice president of the Rhinelander School Board and has served as a 
board member for 6 years. Debra and Craig have two boys who grew up on the 
lake—Jesse, who is a UW Madison graduate and pursuing a PhD in Latin American 
history at the University of Maryland, and Alex who graduated from UW Madison in 
May and is working at Epic Systems, a medical software company in Madison. 
Debra and Craig love to travel internationally. Craig is an avid fisherman who en-
courages his fellow Squash Lake anglers to practice catch and release, especially 
for walleyes. Both Debra and Craig love the solitude and beauty of Squash Lake 

Craig Zarley  
& 

Debra Durchslag 

Meet your Board Members and Neighbors 
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               Squash Lake is designated an Area of Special Natural Resource Interest 

(ASNRI) water body. According to Sandra Wickman of the DNR, “Areas of Special 

Natural Resource Interest include state natural areas, trout streams, outstanding or 

exceptional resource waters, and other waters designated by the department as 

having significant scientific value. These designations afford these waterways some 

special consideration when it comes to planning projects on them to preserve water 

quality and habitat.”  

The Public Trust Doctrine declares all navigable waters are public resources and is 

supported by Chapter 30 of the Wisconsin State Statutes.  While Chapter 30 de-

fines and regulates placement of structures, dredging, and similar activities, permits 

for these activities are handled by the Department of Natural Resources (DNR). Up 

until 2004, almost all projects near navigable waters required permits which often 

involved a lengthy review and permit process.  

In February 2004, Act 118 was passed which streamlined the permitting process for 

activities and created, for the first time, permit exemptions for some projects. 

However, by law and to protect public trust waters, exemptions from permits would 

NOT apply in areas identified as needing more protection. These are the “areas of 

special natural resource interest” (ASNRI) and general or individual permits are still 

required for these areas, including Squash Lake. 

When asked for more details about Squash Lake and what makes it an area of special 

natural resource, Sandra directed me to the website http://dnr.wi.gov/org/water/

swims/datasets/designated_waters/walleye_waters.htm?name=SQUASH 

LAKE&res_type=WALLEYE which says “SQUASH LAKE is a Walleye Water and is 

considered a Priority Navigable Waterway under the state's Waterways Protec-

tion Program.” 

A second reason for the ASNRI designation is that Squash Lake is also a Natural 

Heritage Inventory (NHI) water. The NHI Program “identifies waters or portions 

of waters inhabited by any endangered, threatened, special concern species or 

unique ecological communities identified in the Natural Heritage Inventory.” To pro-

tect these rare species, NHI data are exempt from Wisconsin’s Open Records Law 

and thus not readily disclosed to the public.  

The DNR has an online mapping tool, the Surface Water Data Viewer, which provides 

a wide variety of information about specific bodies of water in Wisconsin. The fol-

lowing link will take you to the Viewer where you can check out Squash Lake for your-

self and compare Squash Lake to other lakes in the area: http://

dnrmaps.wisconsin.gov/imf/imf.jsp?site=SurfaceWaterViewer.deswaters  

 Getting to Know Squash Lake 



 

CLEAN BOATS = CLEAN WATERS      CLEAN BOATS = CLEAN WATERS      CLEAN BOATS = CLEAN WATERS 
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Squash Lake’s Special  Designation by the State of Wisconsin 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
ANNUAL MEETING 

JULY 2, 2011   9 a.m-11 a.m. 

It will be held at Roger Degris’ Peninsula View beach 

(rainy day location Crescent Town Hall). Please bring a 

dish to pass e.g. fruit salad, brunch casserole, etc. If you 

don’t have time to cook, bring a jug of orange juice or 

thermos of coffee to share.  To help save our SLA funds 

and the environment, please bring your own table sevice.  

 

Bring the kids, games will be provided. 

Social activity calendarSocial activity calendarSocial activity calendarSocial activity calendar:  :  :  :   
First Sat of every month during summer seasonFirst Sat of every month during summer seasonFirst Sat of every month during summer seasonFirst Sat of every month during summer season    

  June 4June 4June 4June 4– Silent Sport Regatta (canoe/kayak) @ 7am by Big Island 

  July 2July 2July 2July 2–  Annual Meeting 

  Aug 6Aug 6Aug 6Aug 6----        Concert at the Beach on Big Island (guitar, singing)  

  Sept 3 Sept 3 Sept 3 Sept 3 –Ring of Fire  around the lake (campfires on your beaches) 

Board Meetings Board Meetings Board Meetings Board Meetings     

Pat Dugan’s house   at  6:30 p.mPat Dugan’s house   at  6:30 p.mPat Dugan’s house   at  6:30 p.mPat Dugan’s house   at  6:30 p.m. 

May 23 201       June 20, 201         July 18, 2011    August  15,2011 

See a bald eagle and 3 eaglets on the nest LIVE!  (Enter 

& click on website below)  submitted by Karen Isebrands Brown 
 <http://www.raptorresource.org/falcon_cams/>  

 
Does anyone on the lake have trailing arbutus?  Call Karen at 

282 5730.     Thank you. 



Please Support Your  
Squash Lake Association 

ANNUAL DUES 
 
$________   Annual Dues  $25/voting member: limit 2/home 
 
$________   Donation to control Eurasian Water-milfoil 
 
$________   Donation to General Fund 
 
$________    TOTAL 

 
NAME____________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS_________________________________________ 
 
PHONE____________________________________________ 
 
EMAIL____________________________________________ 
Squash Lake Association 
P O Box 511 
Rhinelander, WI  54501 

Squash Lake Association 
P O Box 511 
Rhinelander, WI  54501 


