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THE VOICE OF SQUASH LAKE   

As I look at our SLA board meeting minutes each month I am amazed at how we manage to 
stay so busy, even in the wintertime.  In 2005, when we first started, our board met just 

four times a year.  Now we meet monthly with a full agenda each month.  It seems like 

“there’s always something.” 

 

I continue to be amazed at the dedication, commitment, and passion of many of our 

members in preserving and protecting Squash Lake.  However, I am also aware that 

many of our members want to see Squash Lake protected, but without undue oversight 

and regulation. Recently, our board backed off in applying for a slow/no wake buoy by 

the big island because of this very concern.  As president, I see SLA as a forum to dis-

cuss our different points of view as we work toward achieving common ground.  We 

have learned that environmental politics can be messy, and what may seem like a sim-

ple black and white issue is usually a shade of gray.  However, with mutual respect we 

can move forward.  Please continue to bring forth your issues, concerns, and ideas. 

Happy new year to all.                                                                                           Pat Dugan 

A Big Thank You 
The Squash Lake Association Board is sending out a huge THANK YOU  to first of all to 
Art, Randy and Wesley Jaros for challenging the lake residents to donate funds toward the 
Eurasian Water-milfoil fund, by generously offering to match all donations to this fund up 
to $3000.  We are happy to say that the donations reached and exceeded the $3000 mark.  
And secondly, we wish to thank everyone that generously donated funds so that when the 
ice comes off the lake in the spring, we have funds to renew our attack on the milfoil. 
To date we have received $ 10405  in donations.  Last year we had to suspend the diver’s 
pulling in early Aug due to lack of funds.   This year we will hopefully be able to pull thru 
Sept or Oct depending on the weather.  Fundraising to control EWM will be an ongoing ef-
fort..  You can send your donations, earmarked, EWM control to: SLA,  P O Box 511, 
Rhinelander, WI  54501 
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                Getting to Know Squash Lake- Volume #1 

While harvesting EWM this fall by the Lake Rest 
Road area, my husband discovered this...thing... in 
the middle of a big clump of EWM (see above pho-
tos). Very cool, but what the heck is it?  It moved 
like jell-o, was just as slippery as jell-o, and to my 
amazement it remained intact after I accidently 
dropped it on the ground (patio block). Holding it up 
to the sunlight revealed its true beauty - it looked 
like a time capsule of snowflakes. 
Last summer I took several underwater photos of 
something similar - a very interesting aquatic organ-
ism- that was attached to woody debris in the lake - 
see photo at right. This is located at the entrance of 
the loon’s bay. 
So, what are they and are they the same species? I 
asked my friend at the DNR and he replied that they 
are "Bryozoans - a colony of microscopic inverte-
brate animals. Bryozoans are filter feeders and indi-
cators of good water quality." Awesome! 
So, how about that. It's not the invasive jelly fish, 
but rather a good indicator that our lake is healthy 
and an opportunity to get to know Squash Lake. 
                                            By Stephanie Boismenue 

 

BRAIN TEASERS 
 

A lake carries you into recesses of 

feeling otherwise impenetrable.  

                        ~William Wordsworth 
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NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE: 

  Janet Appling, rjappling1@hotmail.com,            Stephanie Boismenue, boismens@newnorth.net, 
  Karen Isebrands Brown, kisebrow@charter.net ,    Carole Mustacci, scanassi@newnorth.net, 
  Craig Zarley, craig.zarley@gmail.com 

 SLA Fun Puzzle 

 

     ARE YOU THINKING OF     

GETTING RID OF YOUR OLD   

PONTOON BOAT? 

SLA needs a stripped down pon-

toon boat/motor, to  be used to 

carry the diver’s supplies and the 

harvested EWM 

DON’T DONATE TO RAWHIDE, 

DONATE TO SLA.  WE ARE A 

501©3 ORGANIZATION. 

If you have a pontoon boat or 

know someone that does and they 

are willing to donate it to SLA, 

please contact a Board member.  

Dates to Remember 

February 21, 2011 

Board Meeting —6:30 PM 

 Pat Dugan’s home, everyone wel-

come 

March 21, 2011 

Board Meeting —6:30 PM 

Pat Dugan’s home 

April 12—14 2011 

WI Lakes Conference in Green Bay 
More info: www.uwsp.edu/cnr/uwexlakes/
conventions/ 
April 18, 2011 

Board Meeting —6:30 PM 

Pat Dugan’s Home 

SLA  HAS A NEED 

2011 Wisconsin Lakes Convention - Speaking 
for Lakes 

The 2011 Wisconsin Lakes Convention - Speak-

ing for Lakes will be held on Tuesday April 12th 
through Thursday April 14th 2011 at the KI Con-
vention Center in Green Bay, WI.  See and hear 
how the collaboration of arts and science can 
speak for Wisconsin’s Lakes.  Bob D. Bullfrog 
and his colleagues G.B. Heron and Tommy Tur-
tle will be broadcasting the “State of Wisconsin 
Lakes”.  Methods to control & even eradicate 
aquatic invasive species from our treasured lakes 
will be discussed, according to Erin W. Milfoil.  
In addition, Sandy Secchi reports impressive 
numbers of statewide volunteers that provide 

valuable water quality data and amazing stew-
ardship efforts & success stories from around 
the state.  All this, according to Laura Lake 
Leader, will be just a few of the sessions to 
help lake lovers creatively gather the tools to 
help ‘speak for Wisconsin lakes’. 
                                     Continued on page 5 
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2010 EWM Hand Harvesting Results 

The Lake Association’s efforts to control Eurasian Water Milfoil using scuba 
divers to hand harvest the invasive plant showed mixed but promising results 
in 2010, according to the lake consultants who surveyed the lake last Septem-
ber. 
Onterra, the De Pere consultants hired by the SLA to assist with EWM control 
efforts, noted that that the northwest shoreline where EWM was most heavily 
concentrated in 2009, “looked very good with the density of EWM being 
greatly reduced.” The northwest shoreline is the area of the lake where divers 
hired by SLA focused most of their removal efforts during last spring and sum-
mer (see maps). 
However, the fight to control EWM in Squash Lake is far from over. Brenton 
Butterfield, the Onterra consultant who authored the year-end report said, 
“Some areas that contained EWM last year did not contain any this year, while 
other areas that had a single or few plants last year expanded into small plant 
colonies this year. However, there were no new areas of EWM discovered dur-
ing our survey 
Last year’s effort to remove plants was hampered by a cash-flow situation 
which forced the divers to suspend their removal efforts after August 1. Addi-
tion EWM growth in August and September wasn’t harvested due to lack of 
available funds to pay the divers. The rapid-response grant from the state re-
quires that the SLA pay for incurred expenses and then submit invoices for re-
imbursement. Because of the slow reimbursement schedule from the DNR, the 
SLA ran out of money to pay the divers from its available funds while waiting 
for payments from the state. 
But our fundraising efforts this winter resulted in a war chest that should elimi-
nate the cash-flow problem this year. The Jaros family agreed to match dona-
tions up to $3,000 from SLA members who donated money to fight EWM. 
That grant was met and exceeded and we now have more than $10,405 ear-
marked for scuba divers to hand harvest EWM in 2011. 
While the news is encouraging the efforts to control EWM will be a long fight. 
The SLA is applying for an extension of the initial EWM rapid response grant 
and later in the year will apply for a comprehensive lake management plan 
grant that will include funding for ongoing EWM control.  Everyone on the 
lake needs to do his or her part. All grants from the state require in-kind volun-
teer hours to offset the cost. Please volunteer to monitor boats at the landing. 
Donate what you can to the AIS fund so that we can continue to fund the hand-
pulling effort without interruption 
.  Learn to identify EWM and monitor your shoreline and report any 

EWM sightings to SLA board members. If we all work together we can 

stifle EWM and preserve our pristine lake for future generations. 
                                                                                                    By Craig Zarley 



          Page 5                     

 

 

Maps Showing EWM Pulling Progress 



THANK YOU !!! 
It is through the generous donation of  the printing, the assembly, postage and most 

of all, the time of Greg and Tina Baer that this newsletter comes to all of you.   It is 

appreciated .  We all say thank you, Greg and Tina. 

SLA OFFICERS & BOARD MEMBERS: 
 Pat Dugan,  President,     pdugan@shsmh.org                      Craig Zarley, Vice President,    craig.zarley@gmail.com        

Jim Brown, Secretary,    jmb1216@charter.net                     Marj Mehring, Treasurer,   dmehring@frontiernet.net 

Gary Cirilli,    gary@cirillilaw.com                                         Karen Isebrands Brown,     kisebrow@charter.net                      

Nick Boismenue,    boismens@newnorth.net                          Greg Nevinski,   squash53129@yahoo.com 
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Squash  Lake Association Web SiteSquash  Lake Association Web SiteSquash  Lake Association Web SiteSquash  Lake Association Web Site    

With the new year, SLA has taken a bold step forward.  We are now in Cyber Space 

with our new web site.  The website contains a library of all the newsletters from Vol-

ume 1 Issue 1 to present.  It will have articles of interest to lake owners, scheduling cal-

endars for volunteers, pictures taken by lake owners, meeting schedules, workshops 

and much more. 

We have two  dedicated and hard working ladies to thank for our web site.  Ruth 

Markworth did the Logo and the basic formatting and Carole Mustacci finish putting 

it together and entering most of the information to date. 

 

We invite everyone, even if you don’t have a computer to find access and visit our new 

endeavor :                 squashlakeassociation.com 

Squash Lake Association's 
Eurasian Water Milfoil - Hand Harvesting Fund Campaigns  Results 

 
Thank you everyone who so graciously contributed to the two Eurasian Water Milfoil - Hand Harvest-
ing Fund Campaigns. The first campaign was the Jaros Family Matching Funds Challenge, initiated 
by the Jaros Family, with an generous offer to match donations up to $3,000. The second campaign 
was the Holly Fund, initiated by Karen Isebrands-Brown. Thank you both!  Both fundraising cam-
paigns ended December 31, 2010. 
I am absolutely thrilled to say that between the two campaign, a total of $10,405.00 in donations was 
received. This includes the Jaros family match of $3,000 and a $3,000 donation for an anonymous 
donor. This far exceeded my expectations and am genuinely humbled by  everyone's generosity and 
support 
All donations have been put into a restricted account and will be used solely for the purpose of the 
Aquatic Invasive Species, Eurasian Water Milfoil Hand Harvesting and Management Fund. Though 
we do have DNR grant funding for this purpose, it will not always be available year after year. How-
ever, because of people like you , we now have  a good foundation against the fight of aquatic inva-
sive species.  
 
Though these two campaigns are over, donations are always welcomed. Donations can be mailed to 
the Squash Lake Association, PO Box 511, Rhinelander WI 54501. It would be helpful to make refer-
ence for your donation to be placed either in the general lake association fund or the EWM Hand 
Harvesting Fund.  
 
If we continue to pull together, we can continue to remain at the root of the problem. Thank you for 
your generosity and support. It means a lot! 
 
Sincerely, 
Stephanie Boismenue, Volunteer Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator  
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    Henkel’s Town PumpHen-

SPECIALS 

FRIDAYS: Shrimp Basket or Fish Fry 

SATURDAY MEXICAN DAY 11—9 

SUNDAY:  BUCKETS OF CHICKEN 

Grill open every day for Burgers, Sand-

wiches, Pizza 

Party Room Now Available 

715-282-6067  
7161 Hwy 8 W             Rhinelander 

TOTAL FAMILY CARE 

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME 

Same Day Emergency care 

Daniel P. Gremban 

803 Lincoln St   

 Rhinelander 

715-365-5900  

RHINELANDER  FAMILY 

DENTISTRY SC 

These business’s have made donations 

to SLA  to support our efforts in keep-

ing Squash Lake and the surrounding 

environment healthy and clean for  

future generations.    

             

                PLEASE SUPPORT THEM 

                 PUZZLE SOLUTIONS 
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Squash Lake adult eagle 

by Karen Isebrands Brown 

                                                                                       Continued from page 3 

Guest Speakers & other Highlights: 
Eric Eckl - founder, Water Words that Work   
Featured Film - Green Fire  
Artists & scientists including Terry Daulton, John Bates, 

Steve Carpenter and John Magneson  
Eric Engbretson - "A Fish Eye View of Lake Life"   

Wisconsin Lakes, formerly known as the Wisconsin Association 
of Lakes, is the only statewide non-profit organization working to 
protect and enhance the quality of Wisconsin's 15,000 lakes. 



Meet your Board Members and Neighbors 

Nick and Stephanie Boismenue 
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Greetings Squash Lake Neighbors!                                                                 

                                       Stephanie and Nick Boismenue feel              

                                       blessed to be able to live year round on  

                                       beautiful Squash Lake!   Their home is 

                                               located  on the southeast side of the lake-     

                                        By the loon’s nursery. 

                                        They are often seen paddling their solo 

 or tandem canoes filled with Golden Retriever’s and/or their 5 grandchildren.  A few 

of the many other activities that they enjoy engaging in around the lake are: early sun-

rise kayak paddles around the lake; on hot days they float around in sunken canoes or 

one of the many colorful inner tubes that Stephanie has painted; they enjoy rousing 

sunken canoe races with their family; snowshoeing and cross country skiing; photo-

graphing the lakes habitat and wildlife; building sandcastles with the grandchildren; 

and planting native vegetation along their shoreline. 

Nick has been a practicing pediatrician in Rhinelander since 1980. In January 1994, 

Nick and Steph started the Child Health Care Center – Nick’s solo practice pediatric 

clinic. Steph is the clinic manager.  

In their spare time, Nick and Steph have canoed over 2,500 miles of Canada’s many 

lakes and rivers. In addition, they kayak Lake Superior’s Canadian and American 

shoreline every chance they get. They are volunteers with the Golden Retriever Rescue 

of Wisconsin- for 10 years. They specialize in fostering the senior golden’s that are 

considered unadoptable because of their old age and/or terminal illness –caring for 

them through the end of their lives.  Steph has played the viola for over 35 years and is 

violist with Woodland Strings, a local strings ensemble, for 15 years. 
Nick is a SLA board member. Steph is SLA’s Volunteer Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator, 

Eurasian Water Milfoil – Hand Harvesting grant writer and project coordinator and is a 
board of directors with the Oneida County Lakes and Rivers Association. 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION ON THE LAKEFOR YOUR INFORMATION ON THE LAKEFOR YOUR INFORMATION ON THE LAKEFOR YOUR INFORMATION ON THE LAKE    

DOCK REGISTRATIONDOCK REGISTRATIONDOCK REGISTRATIONDOCK REGISTRATION    

No fooling, larger pier owners may need to register before April 1, 2011   

Many waterfront property owners with larger piers first put into the wa-
ter before 2004 must complete a free, one-time registration before April 
1, 2011. As required by a 2008 law, this will allow their pier to remain 
exempt from pier permitting regulations under a law passed in 2004. 
For more information and instructions to register, go to http://
dnr.wi.gov/news/DNRNews_article_Lookup.asp?id=1603 

SLA OFFICERS & BOARD MEMBERS: 
 Pat Dugan,  President,     pdugan@shsmh.org                      Craig Zarley, Vice President,    craig.zarley@gmail.com        

Jim Brown, Secretary,    jmb1216@charter.net                     Marj Mehring, Treasurer,   dmehring@frontiernet.net 

Gary Cirilli,    gary@cirillilaw.com                                         Karen Isebrands Brown,     kisebrow@charter.net                      

Nick Boismenue,    boismens@newnorth.net                          Greg Nevinski,   squash53129@yahoo.com 



 

CLEAN BOATS = CLEAN WATERS      CLEAN BOATS = CLEAN WATERS      CLEAN BOATS = CLEAN WATERS 
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  WWW.UWEX.edu/ces/shorland/ 

 

Article courtesy of RIPPLES 

Newsletter Fall 2008 

RESTORE YOUR SHORERESTORE YOUR SHORERESTORE YOUR SHORERESTORE YOUR SHORE    

 

A lake is the landscape's 

most beautiful and 

expressive feature.  It is 

earth's eye; looking into 

which the beholder 

measures the depth of his 

own nature.  

 

      ~Henry David Thoreau 



Please Support Your  
Squash Lake Association 

ANNUAL DUES 
FY  I Jul 2011— 1 Jul 2012 

                                              
$________   Annual Dues  $25/voting member: limit 2/home 
 
$________   Donation to control Eurasian Water-milfoil 
 
$________   Donation to General Fund 
 
$________    TOTAL 
Mail To:  SLA  PO Box 511,  Rhinelander, WI 54501 

 

NAME____________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS_________________________________________ 
 
PHONE____________________________________________ 
 
EMAIL____________________________________________ 
Squash Lake Association 

P O Box 511 

Rhinelander, WI  54501 

Squash Lake Association 

P O Box 511 

Rhinelander, WI  54501 


