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THE VOICE OF SQUASH LAKE   
Volume 1, Issue 1                                                                                                                                                          Jan, Feb, Mar, 2009 

Welcome, all new and old SLA members and lake residents 
 We want to share what is happening  in the vicinity of our lake in hopes of developing neighborhood camaraderie. 

We would like this to be a  community newsletter  and  therefore need  your input.  Any  interesting articles, pic-

tures or general information of the area  would be appreciated.  Tell us what type of information you would like to 

see in the newsletter and  then  feel  free to contribute. 

  Please limit submissions to 400 words or less. 

  Information can be submitted for review by email or regular mail 

 to members of  the Newsletter Committee or,  to  Janet Appling  at  7324 Peninsula Rd, Rhinelander, WI 54501, or 

rjappling1@hotmail.com   by the end of the first month of each quarter. (Apr, July, Oct, Jan)  

 

On December 18, 2008 Art  Jaros Jr. re-filed for a Supple-

mental Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to develop and build 

the Eagle Cove Camp and Conference Center on their 

Squash Lake property. Some statistics from this CUP re-

quest are : 

• Buildings - A 3 story 42,225 square foot  Conference Cen-

ter, housing dormitories, a chapel, classrooms, dining room, 

offices and a multipurpose/gymnasium,  a Visitor Welcome  

Center, & maintenance building.  The Conference Center will 

be built right at the legal minimum distance of 75 ft from the 

shore. Proposed capacity of the facility, including staff is 348 

people 

• Proposed High Capacity Well - drawing 125 gallons per 

minute or 15,000 to 22,000 gallons of water per day, to be 

drilled to a minimum of 83 feet deep.  

• Proposed waste water disposal - 22,342.5 gallons daily 

• Area to be modified by construction - 36.3 acres Area cov-

ered by asphalt - 3.7 acres  (parking lot large enough for 100 

cars)  Total impervious area - 4.7 acres. 

•  Lake frontage involved - 1,025 feet, Open year round 

• Rail tram, railroad track and tram loading platform 

• Activities to include: high & low ropes course, archery 

range, mountain boarding, disc golf course, swimming, boat-

ing, cross country skiing trails and  field sports such as soccer 

and softball. 

NEWS   -     Eagle Cove Camp and Conference Center 

SLA will actively monitor any further information  and post it  on 

the SLA Blog Site  New letters  will have to be written  indicating 

your feelings on this CUP, to 

 Steve  Osterman, Oneida  Cnty Court House, PO Box 400, 

Rhinelander, WI, 54501 

Please feel free to share this  information  with friends, 

neighbors and others that might be concerned with the future 

effects this will have on Single Family Residential Zoning on 

lakes in the Northwoods, because this  CUP may set precedent  

for all the other lakes  in  northern  Wisconsin.                                                                               

 

Architect Rendering Courtesy  Newsofthenorth.net  website 
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Message from the President 
Welcome to the inaugural edition of The Voice of Squash Lake .  Our lake association is now three years 

old, and our board decided that we needed to provide a more consistent method of communication about 
the many issues that affect our lake.  This newsletter is going out to all residents of Squash Lake, members 

and non-members alike. 

The Squash Lake Association began in July 2005 when Virginia Amerena sent out a memo to invite every-

one to an organizational meeting.  In her memo she stated: 

Shoreline development, water quality issues, and the introduction of invasive aquatic species can have a ma-

jor impact on Squash Lake…Dealing with this broad range of complicated issues and concerns can be an 

overwhelming task for any small group.  But if we work together as an organized group, sharing a common 

interest in protecting Squash Lake, we can more effectively deal with even the most difficult problems. 

Virginia has sadly passed away, but the Squash Lake Association continues to carry out her vision.   We 

feel blessed to live near this pristine resource, and it is our mission to preserve it for generations to 

come. 

We have a dedicated group of individuals who serve on our board of directors, and we have other mem-
bers who serve on various committees or perform other acts of service.  I want to thank the members of 

the newsletter committee for their efforts in launching this newsletter, including Greg and Tina Baer for 

printing and mailing.  As Virginia well knew, protecting our lake requires a joint effort by many people.  
We need your help in whatever capacity you see fit, whether it is monitoring boats for aquatic invasive 

species (AIS) for two hours on a Saturday morning, picking up litter on the islands, performing water 

quality samplings, or helping to organize a social to better get to know one another.  Our lake association 
is only as strong as its members. 

There are many issues and concerns.  From the onset we have been faced with the zoning controversy 

over the proposed camp and conference center.  How much development is too much development for 

Squash Lake?  In this case an overwhelming majority of our members stated that they were opposed to 
the camp, and we lobbied our local officials to deny the camp’s petition to rezone their property so they 

could build the camp.  They have now applied for a conditional use permit (CUP) under the existing sin-
gle family residential zoning, and we will keep you posted on the upcoming public hearing on this mat-

ter.  

But there are many other issues as well.  Some landowners want to plant and fertilize their lawns to the 

water's edge while others believe that the shoreline should remain natural.   Some people want jet skis 
and others want quiet.   Almost everyone fears the invasion of AIS.  The list goes on.  Our lake association 

is about as "grass roots" as democracy can get, and we all know how messy democracy can be.  We may 

not always agree with one another, but our association is a valuable forum for communication, education, 
and political advocacy about the issues that concern us all. 

Please let me know how you would like to get involved, or if you are interested in becoming a member of 

our lake association. 

Pat Dugan   715-282-5700 

SLA‘s Mission Statement 

To preserve and protect Squash Lake and its 

surroundings, to enhance the water quality, 

the fishery,  boating safety, and the aesthetic 

values of Squash Lake as a public recrea-

tional facility for today and for future genera-

tions. 

Clean Boats/Clean Water Class  presented by the WI  DNR 

Friday May 15, 2009     9:00 am -  1:00 pm   at Nicolet         

College/Lake Julia, Northwood’s Center room 202 

To register, call the DNR at 369-6148 

No Charge and space is limited to 25 people 

Educational Opportunities 
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Memorial Service 

A memorial service for  

VIRGINIA AMERENA: 

Sunday May 24th at 11 AM we 

will have a memorial service for 

Virginia.  Virginia is the beloved 

godmother of the Squash Lake 

Association (SLA), because she 

was the driving force that 

launched the initiative to charter 

the SLA.  She died unexpectedly 

in her sleep on October 17, 2008 

at the age of 74.  Please join us 

on the large island to pay our 

respects to Virginia and share 

our memories of her,  Mark 

your calendar. 

Submitted by 

Karen Isebrands Brown 

NATURE NEWS ON THE LAKE 

BEAR 

   SIGHTING 

SURPRISE ! 

By  

Greg Nevinski.  
 

Bears have been noted around Squash Lake for many years but are 

not often seen.  This bear was spotted walking through our yard in 

late October.  He was big and weighed around 400 pounds, but not 

having seen a lot of them, the estimate may be way off, however he 

was bigger than any I’ve ever  seen     before.  

Neighbors of ours spoke of a new den in the vicinity of their prop-

erty.  I found the location in early November and expected to see an 

open hole, but was shocked to see him looking back at me when I 

peered over the log.  I exited the site as fast as I could, hoping to 

leave him far behind.  I returned again in early December and 

briefly saw his snout while he was groggily  moving in the den. 

I returned in early January to take pictures while he was in deep 

hibernation.  I was quite surprised to see him open his eyes and 

move his head a little. Hibernation must not be as deep as I thought 

it was.  This event was my first  encounter with a bear in a den af-

ter  almost a lifetime roaming the woods and is an experience that 

will long be remembered. 

Over the past several years we have encountered deer, bear, fox, 

coyote, wolf tracks, mink, eagles, turkey, loons and many other 

forms of wildlife and birds. It is exciting to leave urban life behind 

and enjoy the gifts nature gives us when we venture north. 

ANNUAL MEETING & PICNIC 

Sunday,  July 5, 2009,  10:30 am ,  Roger Degris’ beach, formerly 

Peninsula View Resort Beach  

Mark your calendar now for FUN, FUN, FUN IN THE SUN ON 

THE BEACH and a GOOD POT LUCK PICNIC. 

MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS, NEW AND OLD! 

MORE DETAILS IN THE NEXT NEWSLETTER 

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE: 

Janet Appling,  rjappling1@hotmail.com,    Stephanie Boismenue,  boismens@newnorth.net,                 

Karen Isebrands Brown,  kisebrow@charter.net ,     Carole Mustacci,  scanassi@newnorth.net,                  

Craig  Zarley,  craig.zarley@gmail.com 

Warm winter den? 

Yeeessssss???   What do you want? 
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Membership News 

Our Membership committee, spearheaded by Carole 

Mustacci and Dale Kramer, conducted a very suc-

cessful drive this last Fall .  We now have a member-

ship total of 93 members.  Along with recruiting 

members, they also  asked what topics were of inter-

est.  The topics of most interest were, the camp & 

conference center, AIS,  stocking our lake with 

fish, maintaining the pristine quality of our lake 

and protecting loons, just to name a few. 

We thank them for their hard work and efforts. 

We are looking for volunteers to man the following 

committees:  social committee and clean boats/

clean water committee . 

These two committees would organize social get-

togethers and volunteers to monitor the boat landing 

for invasive species. 

A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU TO  GREG AND 

TINA BAER FOR PRINTING THIS NEWSLETTER. 

SLA  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

• SLA member, Marjory Mehring, has monitored the water qual-

ity of Squash Lake for 15 yrs and has also provided training for 

other SLA members to help her. 

• SLA volunteers conducted inspections at the boat landing to 

prevent the introduction of aquatic invasive species (AIS) to 

our lake. 

• SLA has obtained a commitment from the DNR for a fish census 

and fish stocking if needed. 

• SLA sponsored a workshop on Landscaping the Shoreline 

With Native Plants. 

• SLA sponsored a workshop on Identifying Squash Lake 

Frogs and Toads by their call.. 

• SLA volunteers regularly attend educational seminars and re-

search issues that affect Squash Lake. 

• SLA organized 3 Annual Picnics in conjunction with the asso-

ciation’s Annual Meeting.  These annual meetings and picnics 

provide opportunities for lake residents to get to know each 

other and build a sense of community. 

• SLA Treasurer, Janet Appling has established a blog site for 

the lake association to share ideas and news.  

• SLA’s efforts resulted in an  improved and functional boat land-

ing 

Topics and Ideas to be considered 

in future issues 

• Volunteers needed 

• Meeting Dates 

• Educational Programs 

• Lake shore courtesy 

• Boat and water courtesy 

• Help your neighbor 

• “I Remember” 

• Benefits of membership 

• Meet your neighbor 

• Meet your SLA board members 

 

SLA BLOG SITE 

http://

sla1blogdrive.com 

Twenty years from now you will be more 

disappointed by the things that you didn’t do than 

the ones you did do.  

                                           —  Mark Twain                                                         

Many persons have a wrong idea of what 

constitutes true happiness.  It is not attained 

through self-gratification, but through 

fidelity to a worthy purpose .       —Helen 

Keller 

The first beauty the world has to offer is in 

nature.                         — Thomas Kinkade 
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Squash Lake Association 

Annual Membership 
March 1, 2009 -June 30, 2010 

 

Name:________________________________________________________________ 

Squash Lake address:_________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing address:_____________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone numbers where you can be reached: 

  

Home_________________                              Work_________________                                                 Cell________________________ 

 

E-mail address: ________________________________________________________ 

(We respect your privacy.  Your e-mail address will be used for Squash Lake Association news , Board Meeting Minutes and 
notification only.) 

 Please indicate the SLA committees you are interested in,  We can only accomplish our goals with volunteers:  

___Membership Committee                          ___Land Use Committee 

___Watercraft/Safety Committee                  ___Habitat & Water Quality Committee     

___Social Committee                      ___Aquatic Plant and Algae Committee               

___Finance Committee                                    ___Fishing Committee 

Mail completed application with your $25 annual dues to cover the next 16 months ( Mar 2009 -  June 2010 ):  to  Janet       

Appling, 7324 Peninsula Rd., Rhinelander, WI  54501   Annual dues must be paid to be eligible to vote for Officers. 

SLA OFFICERS & BOARD MEMBERS: 

 Pat Dugan,  President,     pdugan@shsmh.org                      Craig Zarley, Vice President,    craig.zarley@gmail.com          
Jim Brown, Secretary,    jmb1216@charter.net                       Janet  Appling, Treasurer,    rjappling1@hotmail.com                 

Gary Cirilli,    gary@cirillilaw.com                                           Karen Isebrands Brown,     kisebrow@charter.net                      

Nick Boismenue,    boismens@newnorth.net                         Greg Nevinski,   squash53129@yahoo.com 

Wed, 3/11/09  Board Meeting -  6:30 pm -  Pat Dugan’s house, (Meetings open to all ). 

Wed, 5/06/09  Board Meeting -  6:30 pm -  Pat Dugan’s house,  7306 Squash Lake Rd  

 Thur, 5/15/09  Clean Boats/Clean Water  class ( see Education Box for details) 

Sun,    5/24/09  Memorial service, Virginia Amerena -  11:00 am -  Squash Lake big island 

Sun,    7/05/09  Annual Meeting/Picnic -  Pot Luck lunch, swimming, games, fun - Roger 

 Degris’ beach, formerly Peninsula View Resort Beach 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

If you are interested in  sponsoring our newsletter, please contact: 

Janet Appling  rjappling1@hotmail.com  for details. 



 6 

 

page 

WORKING  TO PRESERVE AND PROTECT THE LAKE AND ITS 

SURROUNDINGS, TO ENHANCE THE WATER QUALITY,   THE 

FISHERY, BOATING SAFETY,  AND AESTHETIC VALUES OF 

THE LAKE FOR TODAY AND FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS. 

Squash Lake Association 

P O Box 115 

Rhinelander, WI  54501 


