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This is your newsletter please make a submission.  
Please limit submissions to1000 words or less. 
Information can be submitted for review by email or regular mail to members of the Newsletter Committee or, to Janet Ap-
pling at 7324 Peninsula Rd, Rhinelander, WI 54501, or to:   rjappling1@hotmail.com     by the 15th of the first month of 
each quarter. (Apr, July, Oct, Jan) 

UPDATE ON EAGLE COVE CAMP & CONFERENCE CENTER 

The Oneida County Board Of Adjustments met this month to review the Jaros brother’s appeal.  After having an open meet-
ing on 2 different days, they determined that they would not overturn the Planning And Zoning decision not to issue a CUP.  
Art Jaros indicated that they would take the issue to Federal Court on appeal. 

Eurasian Water-Milfoil Update - January 28, 2010 

 

From Stephanie Boismenue 

Squash Lake Association Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator 
 and Water Quality and Habitat Committee Member 

Eurasian Water-milfoil (EWM) will never be completely eradicated from Squash Lake, but it can be managed and the process of managing it will be con-
tinuous – for years. The Squash Lake Association's (SLA) immediate goal for managing the EWM infestation is to: swiftly eradicate as much of the EWM 
as possible, manage any remaining or new EWM populations to reduce the chances of further spread, protect Squash Lakes healthy and unique ecosystem, 
and take preventative measures to keep further EWM or other invasive species from entering the lake. In addition, property owners will need to assist with 
ongoing monitoring efforts and the SLA will need to create a long term management plan.  
 
The Squash Lake Association's Board of Directors would like your thoughts about how to best manage the EWM in Squash Lake during the 2010 season. 
After much research and many discussions with Kevin Gauthier, Lakes Management Coordinator of the WDNR and with SLA's lake management consult-
ant, Tim Hoyman, Aquatic Ecologist with Onterra, LLC, the board of directors have narrowed down the treatment options to physical control vs. chemical 
control vs. biological control.  However, all options come with a significant price tag. 

Who is going to pay for getting rid of the Eurasian Water-milfoil in Squash Lake? 
Even though Squash Lake qualifies for the State of Wisconsin's Aquatic Invasive Species, Early Detection and Rapid Response Grant, both the physical and 
chemical control methods are going to be extremely costly to the SLA. The grant has a cap up to $20,000.00 and operates on a reimbursement basis. The 
State of WI pays for 75% of the cost of the project and the SLA pays for the remaining 25%, (in the form of cash, time, services or "in-kind" items). Any 
expenses above $20,000.00 will be the responsibility of the SLA and must be paid in cash. 

If the SLA is awarded the full $20,000 then: 

The State of Wisconsin pays:   75% = $15,000.00 

The Squash Lake Association pays:  25% =   $5,000.00 plus any expenses above the $20,000 limit 

 
However, this is not the end of the road for SLA's expenses for managing the EWM and, as I mentioned above, managing the EWM will be an ongoing 
process - for years - and maybe forever. The SLA will need money, that currently does not exist, to fund this management plan and other necessary projects 
such as:  
Development and implementation of a long term EWM management plan,  
Development of a proactive and reactive management plan so the SLA will be prepared to take action immediately if other aquatic invasive species enter 

and infest the lake,  
Implementation of the proactive and reactive management plans, 
Contractor expenses,  
Continuous monitoring of EWM, 
Permit fees, 
Education expenses 

 

What is Eurasian Water-milfoil? 
EWM is a submerged invasive aquatic plant from Europe and Asia,  that has adapted at reproducing and spreading rapidly and can literally "take over" a 
lake's environment. It grows very quickly, up to two inches a day in ideal conditions, grows 6 feet or more in length and in water depths of 3-20 feet. EWM 
is a very opportunistic species that is adapted for rapid growth early in spring and starts growing when water temperatures reach 45-50 degrees F, before 
other native plants emerge. It's roots and rhizomes produce many long spaghetti like stems that grow up to the water's surface and each stem may branch 
multiple times forming incredibly dense mats of vegetation at the water's surface. The dense mats of vegetation makes it an aggressive competitor towards 
the native aquatic plants by shading them out to the point of totally displacing the native plants, which in turns impacts the fish, wildlife, and ecosystem of 
the lake. In addition these dense mats entangle everything that it comes in contact with, thus making it impossible to swim, boat, and fish. 



 
 
EWM has four methods of reproducing: by seed, fragmentation, stem runners, and rhizomes. Unlike many other plants, EWM does not rely on seed for 
reproduction because its seeds germinate poorly under natural conditions. The primary mode of reproduction is via fragmentation  - plant pieces that are 
broken off and settle in the bottom of the lake. A two-inch fragment is all it takes to start a new EWM colony.  The fragments may be readily dispersed 
by water currents or inadvertently picked up by boaters and transported in their boats, motors, trailers, bilge’s, live wells, or bait buckets, and can stay 
alive for weeks if kept moist. 
    To determine how to best manage the EWM in Squash Lake, many factors have to be taken into consideration such as:  
The results of the WDNR and Onterra's surveys and their recommendations,  
Researching the subjects in depth and many discussions with contractors, divers, other lake associations who are dealing with EWM, and individuals 

with knowledge of the subject  
Size of the EWM infestations,  
Squash Lake's unique aquatic ecosystem and its physical and chemical characteristics, 
Recreational use on the lake, 
The narrow window of time that the plant infestation remains at low levels,  
Time of year that the plant is growing in relations to the time of the year for managing it,  
How might the lake's ecosystem health be affected by physical, chemical, or biological control, 
How might human health be affected by physical, chemical, or biological control, 
Community opinion, and 
Financing. 

So, what is the best treatment option available for Squash Lake’s unique situation?  

Option #1 Physical Control: Scuba Divers -Hand Harvesting  
Hand pulling by certified Scuba divers can be an effective way to remove small stands or scattered growth of EWM. It would require at least two divers, 
who are familiar with EWM, working together at all times. Hand pulling can be a single treatment or as a follow up to chemical treatments.  

Key elements of the technique are: 

• Two to 3 divers will be working together at all times. 

• In addition, SLA will need volunteers to work with the divers by assisting in the following capacity: 1 –2 volunteers scouting out and retrieving 

fragments, 1 volunteer to handle the boat, 1-2 volunteers collecting the plants from the divers. 

• If done with care, hand harvesting is the ultimate “species selective” technique that causes minimal impact to other native species in the vicinity of 

the work area and allows for the removal of individual plants – one plant at a time. 

• Removal of the entire plant, by hand and early in the season, can take away the plants competitive advantages and greatly reduces the amount of 

plants that would auto- fragment in late summer and fall. 

• Divers are able to pull the entire plant, roots, and rhizomes with the utmost care and produce fewer fragments. 

• Divers can visually inspect the extent of the EWM and thus allowing them to keep EWM colonies or small stands in check 

• Hand harvesting removes plant biomass from the lake, where as the chemically treated plant mass remains in the water and decompose adding 

threat of low dissolved oxygen and increased nutrient load. 

Downside: 

• Scuba diving to hand harvest EWM can be labor intensive, cumbersome, tiring, and weather dependent. 

• There are equipment limitations and divers need up to 3 full tanks a day to be able to dive 6 hours a day. 

• The best time to harvest EWM is early in the season, before native plants emerge – which means working in cold water temperatures. 

• Despite the level of care taken during hand harvesting, it is nearly impossible to see and remove every stem and root fragment in the area. For this 

reason, ongoing monitoring of the sites is necessary and routine control activity is essential. 

• SLA volunteers  will need to assist the divers and possibly provide the divers with an old pontoon or flat bottom boat.  

• The SLA is already having a difficult time getting volunteers to help with the aquatic invasive species PROACTIVE measures (lack of  help moni-

toring the boats at the boat landing). This leads me to believe that there will also be a lack of volunteers to help with the aquatic invasive species 
REACTIVE measures ( helping the divers). 

• Unfortunately, hand harvesting is not an effective means of getting rid of large colonies of EWM that are more then an acre, but is most effective 

on small stands and individual plants. 

• Hand harvesting stirs-up the loose sediment at the bottom of the lake, creating zero visibility until the sediment settles down - handicapping the 

divers efficiency of doing their work. 

• No one is exactly sure how long it will take to make a dent in the EWM during the 2010 season, but it’s estimated 400-500 hours of diving will be 

necessary. 
Estimated Cost: $20.00 per hour - per scuba diver and allow up to 400-500 hours of diving (to be split between the divers) for the 2010 season. Other 

cost that the SLA will need to budge for, but are not limited to, are: purchase the required WDNR permit; possible equipment rental (air tanks run 

about $15.00 per day); possible equipment repair; $10.00 per day per diver for equipment depreciation; air tank refills; mileage to and from getting the 
air tanks refilled, possible insurance, and gasoline for the boat.  

Option #2 Chemical Herbicide: Granular 2,4- D  
2,4-D is 27.6% Butoxyethyl ester of 2,4-Dichlorophenoxyacetic acid and is sold under the trade name of Navigate.  
2,4-D is a systemic herbicide that inhibits normal plant growth by interfering with the process of cellular divisions. It's used for control of targeted inva-
sive species such as EWM. The essence of the approach is to take away the plant’s competitive advantages which are: early emergence and growth that 
shades out and “out competes” native plants for photosynthesis. It is always hopeful that the need for chemical management is reduced over time and in 
fact it is possible to use the treatment for only one season.  
The key elements of the technique are: 

• The contractor must be licensed to apply chemical herbicides in Wisconsin’s public waters. The contractor must have a current license and respect 

the permit conditions set forth by the WDNR, 

• EWM is the first aquatic plant to emerge in the spring  - it starts growing when the water temp is 45 degree F. The 2,4-D would be applied early in 

the EWM's growing season, and before native plants start growing (60 degree F).  

• Pre and post treatment assessments must be completed to confirm the targeted treatment areas, check for changes in the distribution and density of 

EWM, and to guide the herbicide applicators. The assessments will also evaluate the effectiveness of the treatment, ensure that consistent methods 
are being implemented, detect residual chemicals  in the water, and determine the success or failure of the project.  

• To effectively treat the EWM, the 2,4-D must remain on the plant, at a specific concentration level, for several days. The 2,4-D then rapidly de-

clines and within 14 days it should be broken down by microbial organisms. Water samples are taken at several intervals during the season to 
check for residual chemicals. 
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Downside: 

• Do not assume that the use of any chemical herbicide is safe or without risk. There are still many unknowns and uncertainties regarding long term effec-

tiveness and unintended impacts to humans health and the health of the lakes ecosystem by the use of 2, 4-D. 

• Chemical treated plants remain in the water and decompose adding threat of low dissolved oxygen and increased nutrient load. 

• Raises concern over the immediate effect of the application on non-targeted species. 

• Treatments may need to be repeated for several years 

• There is a specific number of days, post treatment, that the lake water cannot be used for irrigation or drinking (I believe 21 days). All riparian owners will 

be notified of the necessary information prior to application.  

• Mid- to late- summer chemical treatments have the least effective and lasting control on EWM. 

• Unknown impact of applying a herbicide in the spring - during a time when every aquatic organism, invertebrates, amphibians and vegetation in and 

around the lake are in an incredibly vulnerable state as they are just emerging from their long winters naps and are mating, spawning, hatching, and grow-
ing.  

Estimated Cost: $6,100.00. Other cost that the SLA will need to budge for, but are not limited to, are : purchase the required WDNR permit; purchase ads in the 
local newspapers and send announcements to residents announcing the application of 2,4-D (as required by the WDNR); equipment fees and possibly insurance. 

Option #3 Biological Control: Milfoil Weevils 
The milfoil weevils (Euhrychiopsis lecontei) are native to Wisconsin lakes and feed on both native and EWM. Weevils have been found to suppress some EWM 
populations, but it’s a very slow process.  
Key elements to the technique are: 

• Adults weevils spend the majority of their time clinging to the top of the plants in the water as they feed on the milfoil leaves, mate and lay eggs. 

• The eggs are deposited on the actively growing tips of the EWM. 

• When the eggs hatch into larvae, the larvae burrow in and out of the plant, feeding on the tips of the plant and vascular tissue as they working their way 

down the stem. 

• Damage caused by eating the plant and burrowing in and out of the stem causes the stems to be less buoyant, collapse and eventually die. It also prevents 

the plant from flowering. 

• The adult weevil over-winters in organic matter (leaves and debris) on the shore and if they survive the winter they fly or swim back to the water in the 

spring. 

Downside: 

• Suppression of EWM is achieved over a very long period of time. 

• Cold water temperatures, fish perdition, calcium carbonate deposits, chemicals, and the lack of natural shoreline negatively affect weevils. 

• The weevils are easily knocked off the plant and washed away by waves and wake action. The use of weevils would be ideal in an area that was protected 

from the elements such as a small-protected bay, but not in a large open area. 

• Some lake associations have had success suing the weevils over a long period of time. Other lake associations have had the weevils completely disappear 

just after being applied to the milfoil - a big investment wasted. 

• Weevils over-wintering habitat must be on natural, undisturbed, and undeveloped shorelines.    

• The WDNR feels that, at this time, the use of the weevils does not appear to be an effective-enough treatment for EWM, therefore use of the weevils is 

NOT covered under the grant. 
Estimated Cost: $1.25 to $1.50 per weevil and the minimal amount of weevils that can be purchased is 1,000. Other cost that the SLA will need to budge for, 
but not limited to, are:  purchase the required WDNR permit. 

Combining options to managing the EWM during the 2010 season. 
A. The SLA can opt to use the hand harvesting method with scuba divers and continue to monitor and evaluate the EWM areas. If hand harvesting does not 

keep the EWM in check, then use the herbicide in the spring of 2011. 
B. Use the herbicide 2,4-D early this spring and follow-up with scuba divers in the late spring/early summer. 

 
Following this article are the survey results,  recommendation, and mapping of EWM locations from the SLA contractor Tim Hoyman of Onterra. 
 
Please remember that these treatment methods are not free to the SLA, as I have outline above and that there in not a guarantee that any one method will work.  
In addition, even though another lake in the area may have had great success with one treatment method, that doesn't mean that that method is suitable for our 
Squash Lake. 

The Squash Lake Board of Directors would like your thoughts about how to best manage the Eurasian Water-milfoil in Squash 
Lake for the 2010 season. 
 Please submit them by February 20th to:  

Pat Dugan, President of the Squash Lake Association 
7306 Squash Lake Road, Rhinelander WI 54501 
Or email to Patrick.Dugan@ministryhealth.org 

 

My Final Thoughts 
Each lake has its own unique aquatic ecosystem, function, and recreational use. To determine what management method is suitable for Squash Lake, we, the 
Squash Lake community,  must think about the uniqueness of Squash Lake and factor in the lakes already healthy, diverse, and well balanced ecosystem and 
how we recreate on the lake. Follow your heart and be passionate about it. 

 
 

Please be an Ambassador to every living organism in Squash Lake, 

as they are frail and at the mercy of human hands. 

Stephanie Boismenue 
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Squash Lake Survey Results and Recommendations from Onterra, LLC 
 
Hello Stephanie, 
 
On September 1, 2009, Brenton Butterfield and Todd Hanke from Onterra, LLC visited Squash 
Lake, Oneida County in order to survey the lake for Eurasian water milfoil (EWM).  The survey be-
gan with a meeting between the Onterra field crew and the Squash Lake Association (SLA) Presi-
dent, Mr. Pat Dugan, at the lake’s boat landing.  Using the Onterra boat, Mr. Dugan showed the field 
crew where the known locations of EWM were within Squash Lake.  Following the short tour, our 
crew returned Mr. Dugan to the boat landing and proceeded to survey Squash Lakes littoral zone 
(lake are supporting plant growth) for EWM.  Survey conditions were very good with clear water 
and good light. 
 
Our crew located EWM in numerous locations with Squash Lake (see attached map).  The heaviest 
concentrations were in the areas found by the SLA; however occurrences of single plants and clumps 
of plants were located in other areas of the lake.  During the survey, no large, contiguous, dense ar-
eas were found, so the infestation is still considered light.  In fact, the crew did not locate any EWM 
areas within the lake that were large enough to effectively map by using the boat to create a polygon 
with our GPS data collector.  In other words, all EWM were so small, that the crew was only able to 
mark them using points.  As indicated on the attached map, the points indicate areas where a single 
or few plants were located, a clump of plants (5 or more plants in a tight clump), or a small colony of 
plants (an area containing plants of less than 25-40 feet in diameter). 
 
As mentioned above, our results indicate that Squash Lake has a light occurrence of EWM within it; 
still, there is enough EWM to warrant a herbicide treatment next spring (2010).  The attached map 
indicates our recommendation to treat seven areas within Squash Lake totaling 7.2 acres.  Please 
note that this does not mean that Squash Lake contains 7.2 acres of EWM, in fact, with the light oc-
currence found within the lake, it is impossible to put an acreage to the EWM population. 
 
We recommend that the areas indicated be treated with granular 2, 4-D, sold under the trade name of 
Navigate.  Most of the area should be treated at 150 lbs/acre while 3.1 acres should be treated at 200 
lbs/acre.  The latter dosage was selected for areas with steep slopes to prevent dilution of the chemi-
cal around the target plants (EWM).  Both of these dosages are within the label-rates approved by 
the EPA.  Kevin Gauthier can provide names of reputable applicators that work in your area and 
would be able to provide an estimated price.  The attached map should be provided to the applicators 
and used within the treatment permit application.  Further, your group can rely on the applicator to 
discuss the treatment and the use 2,4-D in your lake.  Once you select an applicator, we can provide 
the treatment areas in an electronic format that can be used in their GPS. 
 
Finally, if you have questions or require additional information, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Tim 
 

Tim Hoyman, CLM 

Aquatic Ecologist 
Onterra, LLC 
135 South Broadway Suite C 
De Pere, WI  54115 

Voice: 920.338.8860 
Fax: 920.338.8865 

Email: thoyman@onterra-eco.com 
Web: www.onterra-eco.com 
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MAP FROM ONTERRA 
SHOWING 

EURASIAN WATER-MILFOIL COLONIES 



This is the ecosystem we MUST consider 

 
Wed . 2/22/10  Board Meeting -  6:30 pm -  Pat Dugan’s house, (Meetings open to all ) 
. 
Wed, 3/17/10  Board Meeting -  6:30 pm -  Pat Dugan’s house,  7306 Squash Lake Rd  
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

You don’t need to travel long distances to revel in natural beauty.  All you 
have to do , most of the time, is go outside and look at the sky.                     
 
                                                                                                  Thomas Kinkade 

Squash Lake Eagles 
 

In this case, revel in nature’s beauty by looking out your own       
window.  Photo by Karen Isebrands Brown 

  A thing of beauty is a joy forever; its   

loveliness increases; it will never pass into 

nothingness………..                  John Keats  
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As with any recommendation from an expert…..it is up to the individual ( SLA) to decide if 
the recommendation is right for them.  The consultant, Onterra, has recommended that in 
early Spring of 2010 that 200 lbs/acre of granular 2,4-D herbicide be applied to 3.1 acres of 
Squash Lake and 150 lbs./ acre to less than 4 acres. This would be applied to the sites that 

have Eurasian Milfoil (EMF). 
  Here are some things to think about before we follow their  recommendation to apply over 
1,000 pounds of 2,4- D ( Note the actual name of it is 2,4-Dichlorophenoxyactic acid, di-

methylamine salt 46.8%) 

It would be applied in early Spring when the fish are spawning and the frogs and 
trilling toads are laying their eggs. Question: Could this cause mutations or taint 
the fish and then enter the food chain of the loons, cranes, eagles and anyone 
who eats the fish?  Remember DDT and the near extinction of the bald eagle? 

*2,4-D also kills native plants: yellow and white water lilies, bladderwort, spatter-
dock, water shield, water chestnut and coontail. Question: Should we be “tinkering” 
with the delicate balance of Squash Lake’s aquatic plant ecosystem that is responsi-
ble for maintaining our pristine lake’s, clear water quality. 

     No one knows how long the EMF has been lurking in our lake.  It could have been there 
for years.  Perhaps we are just now discovering it because the water level is down several 
feet. 
All things considered : Squash Lake is a healthy lake because of the diversity in the aquatic 
plant ecosystem. That has maintained a high level of water quality since it’s beginning.  
Rather than leap to a knee-jerk reaction and put over 1.000 pounds of 2,4-
Dichlorphenoxyactic acid, dimethylamine salt 46.8% into our pristine lake, let’s decide to 
be prudent and cautious.  Let’s monitor the sites that have been plotted for one year and see 
if the EMF is actually spreading. 
Once we dump over 1,000 pounds of 2,4-Dichlorphenoxyactic acid, dimethylamine salt 
46.8%, we cannot take it out.  It is ours to swim in. 
Let’s think about this decision long and hard.  We are the stewards of this beautiful lake.  

Please email your thoughts on this topic to kisebrow@charter.net    Karen Isebrands Brown, 
Chair of the Squash Lake Water Quality and Habitat Committee.  Thank you for taking time  
to consider this matter.                                                                                                                  

                                                           MISSION STATEMENT 

To preserve and protect Squash Lake and its surroundings, to enhance the water quality, the 

fishery,  boating safety, and the aesthetic values of Squash Lake as a public recreational facil-

ity for today and for future generations. 

Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take, but by the 

moments that take our breath away… ………….unknown 

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE: 

  Janet Appling, rjappling1@hotmail.com,            Stephanie Boismenue, boismens@newnorth.net, 
  Karen Isebrands Brown, kisebrow@charter.net ,    Carole Mustacci, scanassi@newnorth.net, 
  Craig Zarley, craig.zarley@gmail.com 

All Things Considered……….”What shall we do about the Squash Lake                

Eurasian  Water- Milfoil?” 

Letter to the Editor 



President’s Message 

Keeping an eye on the big picture 

 
It has been a challenging year for the Squash Lake Association, with the continuing saga of 
the bible camp, the lowest water levels in years, and now the discovery of Eurasian Water- 
milfoil.  It seems like we have been reacting to crises since the day we started our lake asso-
ciation in 2005.  
     If it is any comfort, we are not alone.  Our issues on Squash Lake reflect what is happen-
ing elsewhere.  We need to work with all stakeholders, including those who live outside the 
boundaries of Squash Lake, if we are going to be effective in preserving the integrity of our 
lake. 
     Some lake associations have taken the initiative to create comprehensive lake manage-
ment plans in an effort to become more proactive, rather than always taking a reactive ap-
proach.  These plans include surveys of lake residents; baseline measures of flora, fauna, 
and water clarity; regular monitoring of these measures; and strategies to educate the public 
on preserving the quality of the ecosystem.  Remedial strategies are then implemented in a 
more systemic fashion, and can include AIS eradication, habitat improvement, and shore-
land restoration.  Lake management plans require close working relationships with local 
municipalities and monitoring of zoning standards. 
     We are partnering with Crescent Lake and Lake Julia to apply for a cooperative DNR 
AIS education/prevention grant in 2010-2011.  The purpose of the grant will be to educate 
the public and prevent the further spread of invasive species.  The DNR gives preference to 
grant applications that involve cooperative initiatives. 
     We continue to rely on the Wisconsin Lakes Association (WAL), the Oneida County 
Lakes & Rivers Association (OCLRA), and the Wisconsin DNR for support and informa-
tion.  But we need the support of all of you as well. You can help by giving input at board 
meetings, working on our various committees, monitoring our boat landing for AIS, or even 
hosting a social. 
Let me know how you would like to get involved. 
 
Pat Dugan   

Squash Lake files application for tax exempt status 
  

Individuals will now be able to claim any donations to the Squash Lake Association as a charitable 
tax deduction pending approval of our 501c3 application. We hope that this will serve as an incentive 
for people to donate to SLA to help preserve Squash Lake as a pristine resource for future genera-
tions.  Individuals may now even consider including SLA in their estate planning to leave a lasting 

legacy Thank you to Gary Cirilli for doing all the legal work and to Mike Hauser of Northland 
Accounting for donating his time in filing the application. 

THANK YOU !!! 
It is through the generous donation of  the printing, the assembly, postage and most of 

all, the time of Greg and Tina Baer that this newsletter comes to all of you.   It is ap-

preciated .  We all say thank you. 

SLA OFFICERS & BOARD MEMBERS: 
 Pat Dugan,  President,     pdugan@shsmh.org                      Craig Zarley, Vice President,    craig.zarley@gmail.com        
Jim Brown, Secretary,    jmb1216@charter.net                     Janet  Appling, Treasurer,    rjappling1@hotmail.com                 

Gary Cirilli,    gary@cirillilaw.com                                         Karen Isebrands Brown,     kisebrow@charter.net                      

Nick Boismenue,    boismens@newnorth.net                         Greg Nevinski,   squash53129@yahoo.com 
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The entire Northwoods community has seen a rise in thefts and burglaries.  
Perhaps it is due to the economy falling on hard times. 
 
Over the summer there was some theft reported in the Squash Lake neighbor-
hoods. Gas and batteries were stolen from boats and a leaf blower was taken. 
Residents have seen unfamiliar people walking the shores of the lake. Lately 
there have been burglaries. 
 
It might be time to join the efforts of the Oneida County Sheriff’s Department 
and start the Neighborhood Watch program here on Squash Lake. The purpose 
of this program is to form a partnership between the citizens and the law en-
forcement to reduce crime in our community. 
 
Let’s create Neighborhood Watch sections within our Squash Lake community. 
Possible individual sections could be: Squash Lake Rd; Long Lake Rd; Hwy 8/ 
Lake Rest Rd; Bay Dr;  Bay Rd; Crestwood; etc. Any community member can 
become the organizer for their section. Contact Sara Wolosek at 
swolosek@co.oneida.wi.us or call the Sheriff’s Dept at 715 361 5100 and tell 
them you are interested in the Neighborhood Watch program.  
 
If you do observe suspicious activity, write down the details  (license number, 
person’s appearance, time, etc.) and anonymously report to WeTip Hotline at 1 
800 78 CRIME or email www.wetip.com   Cash rewards up to $1,000 are 
given to tips that lead to  arrests and convictions.  It pays to watch out for your 
neighborhood. Let’s keep our neighborhood safe.  Get involved! 
 
Let Karen Isebrands Brown know if you are organizing your section of the 
Squash Lake neighborhood at  kisebrow@charter.net  

Neighborhood Watch   
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SLA BLOG SITE 
http://

sla1blogdrive.com 

COMMING  SOON 
Squash Lake’s own website, thanks to 
the hard work of Jon Markworth and 
his committee. 

 



 
 
 
 
Squash Lake has been a part of my life for 
the last 60 years.  My parents bought their 
property which included half of the beach 
when I was 11.  The whole family worked 
together to build the house on weekends 
and during the 2 week vacation my father 
had.  Since then I have spent all my summers here on the lake and at the age 

of 20 I purchased my 20 acres adjoining their property and my brother Orlan purchased Peninsula View Resort 
with the help of my parents.  Tony Gudis was the owner of a very large portion of the lake shore property on 
the south east section of the lake and the person we purchased our property from on a land contract.   The rea-
son land was purchased on this particular lake is that it reminded my parents of their homeland in Lithuania 
and the lake was so clear and clean. 
I have a BS in Education and had started work on my MA in Out door Teacher Educ.  My various career ad-
ventures include Teaching K-8 in several school districts, 12 years in the Army (this is where I met Ron in Des 
Moines, IA), and working for Wal Mart for 13 years as a Personnel Manager.  I retired from Wal Mart and we 
opened The Donut Shop in Rhinelander.  But our timing was bad for that kind of a shop in downtown Rhine-
lander and after 3 years we closed it down. 
 Ron and I moved up here permanently in 1972 and we finished building our home in 1976.  While raising our 
2 sons, we had a small farm with horses, goats, rabbits, ducks, a couple pigs one year, peafowl and a variety of 
wild animals including a fawn and a raccoon being the most notable.  During this time we also hosted foreign 
exchange students from Mexico and Central America and were volunteer representatives for Intercambio Inter-
national. 
Our 2 sons are both married and we have 2 granddaughters, from Aaron, that live down the road from us.  
Brion and his wife live in Minneapolis and spend many weekends here on the lake with us. 
When I was approached by Virginia Amerena about organizing a lake association, I agreed to help in any way 
needed.  I was elected as Treasurer and have held that office ever since.  This position on the SLA Board has 
kept me busy and complimented my interest and concern for nature and the local ecosystem and the health of 
our lake. 

Meet your Board Members and Neighbors 

Treasurer of SLA 
 

Janet and Ron Appling 

Squash Lake Volunteer Recognition 
By Stephanie Boismenue 

 

Volunteers don't get paid, not because they're worth-
less, but because they're priceless.  ~Sherry Anderson 

 
I would like to thank the following Squash Lake Clean Boats Clean Waters Volunteers who 
helped at the boat landing during the 2009 season. Thank you for devoting your time to 
help educate the boaters about aquatic invasive species, inspecting their boats/teaching 
them how to inspect their boats for any potential aquatic invasive hitchhikers, and for 
spread the news that clean boats = clean waters. 
So please give a round of applause to:  
Carole Mustacci, Craig Zarley, Dale Kramer, Dale Smith, Debbie Polkowski, Greg Nevinski, 
Janet Appling, Jeannie Smith, Jim Brown, Jim Trask, Jon Markworth, Karen Cerney, 
Karen Isebrands-Brown, Kathy Chavez, Kathy Tournour, Kyle Borski, Marj Mehring, Pat 
Dugan, Ron Appling, Shirley Trask, Sue Hausserman-Dugan, and Tom Kowalski. 
 
I would especially like to thank Marj Mehring:   
Marj, I'm grateful to you for being an incredibly dedicated volunteer to Squash Lake and 
for spending nearly every Friday evening at the boat landing. And, thank you for being so 
passionate about every living organism in Squash Lake that is at the mercy of humans 
hands - You are an inspiration! 
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Squash Lake Clean Boats Clean Waters  
Volunteer Data Collection Results for 2009 

by Stephanie Boismenue 
 
The Squash Lake Clean Boats Clean Waters volunteers serve to inform and educate the public about 
how people can help prevent the spread of aquatic invasive species. To accomplish this, the volun-
teers: 

Perform watercraft inspections by checking the watercrafts and equipment for any plants, ani-
mals or mud that an invasive may be hiding in. 
 

While performing the inspection they educate the boaters about how and where aquatic invasive 
species are most likely to hitch a ride on their watercraft and equipment as they travel from 
lake to lake. 
 

Communicate with the public about the invasive species law - all plants, animals, and mud 
must be removed from their watercraft and equipment before entering and when leaving a 
body of water.  
 

Distribute informational brochures  
 

Collecting data from the boaters via a brief survey. The data collected is then entered into a DNR 
database. This data helps us and the DNR to better understand boaters knowledge and be-
haviors regarding aquatic invasive species. 
 

Spread the word "Clean Boats = Clean Waters". 
The Squash Lake Clean Boats Clean Waters volunteer data collection results for 2009 are below. I'd 
like to note that when asking the survey questions to boaters, we need to do it quickly because the 
boaters are eager to get going and/or sometimes there's a line-up of boats waiting to put in or take 
out. This results in an occasional missed question or notation of the answer. 
Total number of volunteers: 22 
Total number of volunteer hours spent at the boat landing: 146 hours 
Total number of boats inspected: 103  (67 boats leaving & 37 boats entering) 
Total number of people that the volunteers spoke to at the landing: 276 people 
Survey Results: 

Was your boat used during the past 5 days on another body of water: 30 Yes, 73 No 
After the last time you used your boat, did you take the following preventative steps: 

Inspect and remove plants?      80 Yes, 16 No 
Drain water?        85 Yes, 12 No 
Dispose of bait (to prevent the spread of VHS)   26 Yes, 6 No, 73 N/A 
Ice or kill you catch?       13 Yes, 4 No, 82 N/A 
Wash your boat/equipment or let it dry for 5 days?  55 Yes, 28 No 

Are you aware of the AIS law?     87 Yes, 10 No 
If you are aware of AIS, how did you hear about it: 

From a volunteer or inspector?     64 
Public Service Announcement?    31 
News?        43 
Brochure?        18 
Signs at boat landing?      25 
Billboards?        1 
Web?        8 

Volunteer observation: plants present:     29 Yes, 69 No 
Violations occurred and reported:      1 

 

CLEAN BOATS = CLEAN WATERS      CLEAN BOATS = CLEAN WATERS      CLEAN BOATS = CLEAN WATERS 
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