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This is your newsletter please make a submission.  
Please limit submissions to1000 words or less. 
Information can be submitted for review by email or regular mail to members of the Newsletter Committee or, 
to Janet Appling at 7324 Peninsula Rd, Rhinelander, WI 54501, or to:   rjappling1@hotmail.com     by the 15th 
of the first month of each quarter. (Apr, July, Oct, Jan) 

SQUASH LAKE ASSOCIATION 
ANNUAL MEETING 
Sunday July 11, 2010 

Time:  11:00 AM  -  2:30 or as long as you care to stay and use the beach 

Place:  Roger Degris’ Beach 
This will be a “Pot Luck” same as last year.  Please bring a dish to pass  and your own 
dishes, utensils and drinks 
• Annual dues must be paid to be eligible to vote 
• You will be getting an agenda for the meeting in the June Board Meeting notes. 
• We will be eating lunch first at about 11:30 and then start the meeting at about 

12:30. 
• We will be electing 6 new board members.  The positions that are open are the 

President, Vice President, Alternate Secretary, and 4 Members at Large .  

If you are interested in holding one of these positions, or if you 
would like to nominate someone for  these positions, please contact 
Greg Nevinski or Gary Cirilli.   
Greg Nevinski,   squash53129@yahoo.com                          Gary Cirilli,    gary@cirillilaw.com                                          

Mark Your Calendars 

NOT ALL BUSINESS 
Fun and games for the kids, Swimming, Boat rides  

And most of all, getting to know your neighbors on the lake better. 

******We need volunteers:  to supervise some kids games…...to give boat 

rides… AND MOST IMPORTANT OF ALL ...To help Roger with the 
cleanup that afternoon at the end.******* 
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SQUASH LAKE WATER QUALITY REPORT 
By 

Marj  Mehring 

Last summer several volunteers routinely took Squash Lake’s temperature, checked its oxygen level 
and the clarity. Karen & Jim Brown, Katy Derby and Marj Mehring all volunteered to gather the 
data.  This data is then turned into the DNR & used to build up a data base on Wisconsin Lakes and 
watch for trends. 
Squash Lake - was sampled 9 different days during the 2009 season. Sampled included:  water clar-
ity; temperature; dissolved oxygen; total phosphorus; & chlorophyll  
The average summer (July-Aug) secchi disk reading for Squash Lake was 16.31 feet. The average 
for the Northeast Georegion was 11.1 feet. ( deeper is better ) 
Typically the summer (July-Aug) water was reported as CLEAR and BLUE. 
The average summer Chlorophyll was 2.1 µg/l the Northeast Georegion summer average was 10.4 
µg/l. ( this is very good ) 
The summer Total Phosphorus average was 7 µg/l. Lakes that have more than 20 µg/l of total phos-
phorus may experience noticeable algae blooms.  
The overall Trophic State Index (based on chlorophyll) for Squash Lake was 41. The TSI suggests 
that Squash Lake was mesotrophic. Mesotrophic lakes are characterized by moderately clear water, 
but have an increasing chance of low dissolved oxygen in deep water during the summer. 
 
The average clarity varies depending on the weather.  Even though it was less clear for the last 2 
years that is most likely due to the warm summers & low water levels.  1989 & 1990 were also years 
of very low water levels. The Trophic State Index graph plots the average clarity, phosphorus & 
chlorophyll for the past 20 years.  For the graphs & reports go to: http://dnr.wi.gov/lakes/clmn/

reportsanddata/reports.asp 

ICE OUT……March 30th 2010  
The recipe for an early “ice out” on Squash Lake in 2010 was: 

 Several March days with temps in 50/60s 
 Winds gusting at 32 mph from the SE 
 One glorious full moon to stir the brew 

 
The most dramatic advancement of the ‘Ice Out” phenomena happened between     
3-4 PM on 3/30/10. This is one of the earlier “ice out” dates for Squash Lake. 
 
Photos by Karen Isebrands Brown  
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NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE: 

  Janet Appling, rjappling1@hotmail.com,            Stephanie Boismenue, boismens@newnorth.net, 
  Karen Isebrands Brown, kisebrow@charter.net ,    Carole Mustacci, scanassi@newnorth.net, 
  Craig Zarley, craig.zarley@gmail.com 

UPDATE 

Eagle Cove Camp and Conference Center 

  .  The Jaros Brothers have filed a lawsuit in the Federal District Court located in Madison, WI.  If 
you are interested in seeing the whole complaint  you can contact  the Jaros brothers. 

 

The Northwoods Land Trust’s  purpose is to preserve natural shorelands on lakes,  rivers and other 
waterways for the protection of water quality, fish and wildlife habitat, erosion control and natural 
scenic beauty.  It provides education on how to utilize voluntary conservation with private landown-

ers to manage their property in an ecologically  sustainable manner.  They encourage per-
petual stewardship for secure conservation agreements with private landowners  through 
easements, land donations and property acquisitions.  These properties are then 
monitored annually to ensure that the land agreements are being met. 

 

Twice Blessed 
Squash Lake has been twice blessed.  A second* large tract of Squash Lake shoreline has been 
preserved for posterity.  Pat Dugan and Sue Hausserman-Dugan have made an outright donation 
of 4,000 feet of shoreline conservation land to the Northwoods Land Trust.** The land features  
a long narrow esker ridge which extends out into the lake.  It will be known as the Dugan Squash 
Lake Nature Preserve. We are eternally grateful to Pat and Sue for this generous gift. 

 
Hopefully, the generosity and forethought of Roger, Pat and Sue will inspire other Squash Lake resi-
dents to consider putting their shoreline into a conservation trust…..gifts that leave a lasting legacy 
 
*Roger Degris donated 3,863 ft of shoreline to the Northwoods Land Trust. 
 
**Learn more about the Northwoods Land Trust at www.northwoodslandtrust.org.  Explore possible 
tax advantages. 

Another way to reduce the amount of development on the shores of Squash Lake is to con-
sider  putting your shoreland into the land trust.  The shoreline that rings the big bay/marsh 
where the loons and Sandhill Cranes nest is especially vulnerable and vital to the health of 
our lake.                                       501c3 is a Coming 
  We are officially a 501c3 Tax Deductable organization .  The effective date  is Dec, 2005.  
This means donations to SLA are deductable on your taxes. 

NORTHWOODS LAND TRUST 



President’s Message 

THANK YOU !!! 
It is through the generous donation of  the printing, the assembly, postage and most of all, 

the time of Greg and Tina Baer that this newsletter comes to all of you.   It is appreciated .  

We all say thank you. 

SLA OFFICERS & BOARD MEMBERS: 
 Pat Dugan,  President,     pdugan@shsmh.org                      Craig Zarley, Vice President,    craig.zarley@gmail.com             

Jim Brown, Secretary,    jmb1216@charter.net                     Janet  Appling, Treasurer,    rjappling1@hotmail.com                 

Gary Cirilli,    gary@cirillilaw.com                                         Karen Isebrands Brown,     kisebrow@charter.net                      

Nick Boismenue,    boismens@newnorth.net                         Greg Nevinski,   squash53129@yahoo.com 
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Welcome to spring on Squash Lake!  We had an unseasonably warm winter, with the ice 
going out on March 30 this year.  For the last two winters we have found active bear dens 
near the lake.  Now spring bird migrations are in full swing, with geese, bald eagles, com-
mon mergansers, buffleheads, loons, sandhill cranes, juncos, brown creepers, purple finches, 
phoebes, and more.  Marj Mehring’s first water quality reading of the year indicates that 

lake water clarity and dissolved oxygen levels are very good.  But water levels remain about two feet low. 
     This year it is all about the Eurasian Water Milfoil that was discovered in Squash Lake last summer.  
We have been awarded two grants to address both eradication and the prevention of future infestations 
thanks to the efforts of Stephanie Boismenue, Janet Appling, and our board.  We will be asking all of you 
to assist in whatever way you can. 
     The state finally approved NR 115, the revised shoreland zoning rules, after several years of public 
hearings and debate. It is the first revision in these rules since the 1960’s, and is long overdue.  It is seen as 
a compromise between preservationists and the continuing pressure to develop waterfront property. 
     The state also recently passed laws prohibiting the transportation of any aquatic plant from a boat land-
ing (not just invasives), and establishing a slow/no wake zone of 100 feet from all shorelines. 
     As you can see from the newsletter, there is a lot going on.  Thanks for your interest in working with 
the Squash Lake Association to help preserve and protect Squash Lake.  I hope to see you at our annual 
meeting on Sunday July 11 
Pat Dugan 

Photos by Stephanie Boismenue 

"In breeding season loons love the 

solitude of northern lakes where  

shores are shaded by fir and spruce  

and where the still-pure water  

seldom mirrors a human face." 

  - EDWARD H. FORBUSH, 1939 
 

“If  perchance you have never had the good fortune to hear the 

mournful cry of the common loon, you have missed the full 

enjoyment of the wilderness.  Like the howl of a timber wolf,  the 

bugling of a bull elk and the singing of the humpback whale, the 

mournful cry of the loon is unique.” 

                                                            ……..George Harrison 1983 
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SLA BLOG SITE 
http://

sla1blogdrive.com 

COMMING  SOON 
Squash Lake’s own website, 
thanks to the hard work of Jon & 
Ruth Markworth and their com-
mittee. 

 

SAD YEAR ON SQUASH LAKE 

In a little over a year, we have lost 5 of our 
neighbors on the lake.  They all will be remem-
bered and missed by their families and their im-
mediate neighbors, because each has contributed 
to our lake in their own way. 
Virginia Amerena,  Dan Paddock,  George 

“Rick” Bond,  James  Goldbach and now the 

latest is Bob Fabich 
 
Bob Fabich  succumbed to cancer on Friday 
March 26, 2010.  I think he will probably be 
most remembered, by a majority of the lake resi-
dents, for his efforts in organizing the 4th of July 
boat parades on the lake.   Of course he has left a 
legacy from his profession in education as the 
principal at the Jr High in town and has been a 
positive influence on hundreds of our young peo-

PHENOLOGY 

 
For years many of us have marked our calendars 
to record events in nature such as:  

*the day the ice “goes out” on Squash  
 Lake……..(the loons usually return he  
 next day 
             *first robin,  humming  bird, oriole, rose  
 breasted grosbeak  
 *first pussy willows 
This recording of the cyclic events in nature is 

called phrenology………the life cycle of plants 
and animals in response to seasonal and climate 
changes. This year the June Berries are about 2—
3 weeks early. 
Please gather together your phenology re-
cordings for our Squash Lake community and 
send a copy to Karen Isebrands Brown  at kise-

bro.@charter.net  for a compilation of the 
phenology of Squash Lake.  Thank you. 

 
Old timers use bloom times of the landscape and 
native plants to time their garden planting. 
Mother Nature uses it too: 
 *no spider webs until there are               
             winged insects 
 *no caterpillars hatch from eggs until 
 there are young leaves to munch 
 *no nestlings in the robin’s nest until 
 the first big hatch of insect grubs 
 
These happenings are not random.  Mother Na-
ture has a master plan.  We have been blessed.  

 

………..I think the loss of quiet in our lives is 

one of the great tragedies of civilization, and to 

have known for a moment the silence of the 

wilderness, is one of our most  precious 

memories. …………………... 

 

   Sigurd Olson, from the Singing Wilderness 



MEET YOUR BOARD MEMBERS AND NEIGHBORS 

Secretary of  SLA 
 

Jim and Karen Brown 
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 Jim  and Karen Brown are the happy 
couple you see paddling in the yellow 
tandem kayak down in the large bay 
where the sand hill cranes and the loons 
nest.   
Their summer evening outings to that 
wildlife sanctuary have provided them 

with many breath- taking memories and great photographs. 
     They also have a tandem recumbent bike which they enjoy riding.  Jim logs many miles every 
summer on his recumbent bike. 
     The Browns like spending time working in their organic garden and orchard.  They  enjoy 
their three daughters and three grandchildren.  Both Jim and Karen have spent their entire ca-
reers working for the Wisconsin Technical College System. 
     Karen is a docent at the Rhinelander Historical Museum and is active in fund raising for the 
Food Pantry.  Jim serves on the boards of five local organizations.    
     Jim is the secretary of the SLA.  Karen, who is an environmental activist and cares passion-
ately about keeping chemicals out of the lake, is the chair of the SLA Water Quality and Habitat 
Committee. 

  

Announcement 

SCUBA Divers to  

Harvest Eurasian Water-milfoil 

 
A massive Eurasian Water-milfoil harvest-
ing weekend will take place on Saturday 
May 22nd and Sunday May 23rd, 2010. 

Master Scuba Diver Trainer and Advanced Trimix 
Diver Mike Bernard and his company Mobile Divers LLC, are 

hosting a Northwood's Trash and Treasure Dive in conjunction with PADI Pro-
ject AWARE International Clean-Up Day - the "trash" part will be harvesting the Eurasian Wa-

ter-milfoil in Squash Lake.  
This is an amazing development for Squash Lake Association-- Mike is hosting this event on Squash Lake at no 
charge to the Squash Lake Association except for a donation and the following support and request:  
For both Saturday and Sunday,  the Squash Lake Association needs to provide at least 5 pontoon boats and 

each boat must have a front and back anchor, 
Each pontoon boat will be used as a station for 4-5 scuba divers,  
Each pontoon boat must have two volunteers - volunteer #1 must be the boat owner (captain) to drive their boat 

and volunteer #2 will be a diver assistant,  
Please note that the 2nd volunteer (the diver's assistant) must be a person who is strong and agile - able to lift the 

heavy bags of milfoil out of the water and assist the divers as they are coming on deck of the pontoon boats, 
etc., 

We need volunteers to provide snacks, refreshments etc., 
The only PADI scuba divers allowed to dive during this event are ones who are signed-up with Mike specifically for 

this event. This event is limited to twenty divers and must be registered by May 15th. Mike can be contacted at 
715-482-8919,  

We will need the support of many volunteers to make this weekend successful.  
 

I need the 5 pontoon boats and volunteers to be signed up with me by Saturday May 15th.  Please contact 
me by calling 715-282-5079 or email boismens@newnorth.net  
Thank you for your help.  
Stephanie Boismenue, Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator, SLA  

  



 

CLEAN BOATS = CLEAN WATERS      CLEAN BOATS = CLEAN WATERS      CLEAN BOATS = CLEAN WATERS 

CLEAN BOATS = CLEAN WATERS      CLEAN BOATS = CLEAN WATERS      CLEAN BOATS = CLEAN WATERS 
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DNR fisheries biologist says he will recommend raising the minimum length limit for 
Squash Lake walleyes to 18 inches and removing the 14-inch minimum length limit on largemouth 
bass. Those recommendations, which if approved by the DNR would take affect no earlier than 
2012, were contained in the Fisheries Survey of Squash Lake report published in March 
and based upon fish population surveys conducted in April and September 2009.Based 
on the lake fish survey, which included both netting and electro shocking fish. 

Senior DNR fisheries biologist John Kubisiak estimated that the lake walleye population 
was about 809 adult fish, or about 2 walleyes per acre. The report said that the 2 wall-
eye per acre population was below the average of 3.5 per acre for a 396-acre lake sup-
ported by natural reproduction, but within the normal range of 1.1 to 10.7 walleyes per 
acre. The largest walleye captured during the survey was 25.6 inches, but 79 percent of 
the walleyes captured were 15 inches or larger with 3.9 percent exceeding 20 inches. 
The report said that based on the survey. Squash Lake shows “weak to moderate natu-
ral reproduction of walleye’ and therefore the current no minimum length limit on walleye, 
but only one fish over 14 inches “is inappropriate for a lake with weak recruitment 
(reproduction) and should be changed to an 18 inch length minimum.”   

The report also noted that largemouth bass are the dominant bass species in the lake, 
surpassing smallmouths.  Of the 155 largemouths captured during the survey, the domi-
nant size range was 13 to 15 inches with 43 percent of the fish larger than 14 inches. 
The largest fish caught were two 17.4-inch largemouths. “The spring survey suggest that 
Squash historically had a strong smallmouth population, but largemouth bass increased 
in abundance and surpassed smallmouth in recent years,” the study said. The report 
also noted that some studies have associated high largemouth populations with de-
creased walleye population. “If walleye are a primary management focus, then it may 
help to encourage harvest on largemouth by eliminating the 14 inch minimum length 
limit,” the report concluded. Kubisiak said that because of the time it takes to get new 
length limits through the DNR approval cycle, the earliest the walleye and bass length 
limit changes could be implemented would be the 2012 season. He said that Squash is 
not a candidate for walleye stocking because its native population and reproduction 
rates are sufficient to maintain adequate walleye levels in the lake. As always, for 
those fisherman concerned about declining walleye populations, catch and re-
lease goes a long way in maintaining current walleye levels. 

WALLEYE UPDATE  

BE ALERT FOR SCUBA DIVERS IN SQUASH 
LAKE 
 
Please be alert for Scuba Divers in Squash Lake this summer. Scuba divers who are 
under the surface will have a "diver-down" flag at the surface. Scuba diving, diver-down flags, are rectan-
gular red flag at least 12 x 15 inches, with a three-inch white diagonal stripe and is mounted on a float or 
buoy. Scuba divers stay within 50 feet of the flag.  
All vessels not engaged in the diving activity must stay 100 feet away from any displayed diver-
down flag. (per Wisconsin Boating Regulations) 

REGULATION 
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AIS COORDINATOR JOB POSTING 

Crescent Lake, Lake Julia and Squash Lake are looking for a coordinator 
for Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator.  Duties for the job are described 
below.  .”  It is our hope that we can accept applications through May 17th 
and fill the position the next week.  Anyone interested should contact the 
grant “authorized representative” Jim Gehrke by calling 715-490-6652 or 
282-5924.  If you know of someone that you feel has the qualifications for 
the job, please talk to them and encourage them to call.  If anyone knows of 
someone that they feel would be good you can also call me and I will call 
them and encourage them to apply.  The pay for the position is $4,000 for 
each season.  I will be happy to provide further details by phone. 

.2010-2011-2012 Crescent Lake, Lake Julia and Squash Lake AIS (Aquatic Invasive Species) 

Grant Coordinator Job Description 

 

Department of Natural Resources grant money will be used to contract with and individual or agency that 
can perform the duties of AIS grant coordinator for the summer of 2010, 2011 and/or 2012.  Duties will 
include, but are not limited to the following: 
1.  Enlist, train and schedule volunteers to inspect boats at the boat landings on each of the lakes involved 
in the grant.  The Clean Boats/Clean Waters program will be used as the basis for all inspection activities, 
and an adequate inventory of the related materials will be ordered and maintained for each lake association. 
2.  Assure that the total number of hours specified in the grant for each lake association is completed, and 
keep a record of the hours by volunteer and lake. 
3. Record data taken by the inspectors at all three lakes on the DNR website. 
4.  Assure that any suspicious vegetation taken from boats is taken to the DNR for AIS verification.  If it is 
verified as AIS, follow up with boat/equipment owner and law enforcement. 
5.  Work with lake association members to schedule and conduct lake monitoring activities twice a year on 
each of the three lakes. 
6.  Work with lake association members on the production and distribution of the AIS calendar. 
7.  Work with lake association members on the securing of and placement of AIS signs at the boat land-
ings. 
9.  Plan and conduct a recognition program for all AIS volunteers.  This will be done with the help and ap-
proval of the lake association boards of directors. 
10.  Attend lake association board meetings and member meetings and make AIS reports when called upon 
to do so. 
11.  Provide written reports for association newsletters and web sites. 
12.  Compile the final written report for Board of Directors of each lake association and the department of 
Natural Resources upon the completion of the grant activities. 
13.  Work with the treasurer of each lake association to compile accurate and detailed records of all ex-
penses related to expenses related to the grant. 
14.  Perform other duties as requested by the boards of directors of the three lake associations. 
 
The AIS Coordinator will be required to keep a log of the hours worked for each lake association.   Duties 
will be performed from the date of hire until the end of the AIS activities, as determined by the three lake 
association’s boards of directors.  It is anticipated that this will be from approximately mid-April to early 
December each year. 
 
An annual stipend of $4,000.00 will be paid to the coordinator at intervals agreed upon between the AIS 
coordinator and Jim Gehrke, the grant authorized representative. 
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By Stephanie Boismenue, Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator, Squash Lake Association  

 

During the 20210 season, the Squash Lake Association will preserve the lake’s natural treasure 

(it's healthy ecosystem) from the potential devastation of Eurasian Water-milfoil (EWM) by hand 

harvesting. This will be done by trained scuba divers and trained snorkelers. By “trained”, I mean 

trained by professionals and as outlined by the DNR in the following  

areas:   1. Plant Identification - how to recognize native aquatic plants from non-native plants.  

 Why is this important?  

Because EWM, which is an Aquatic Invasive Species, looks almost identical to the Native Water-milfoil. 

It is extremely important that the native milfoil remains in place. Don’t forget, that EWM is an oppor-

tunistic species and if it finds a bare spot to take root, it will do just that - take root and start a new 

colony. The more native plants that remain in the lake, the better chance that we have of 

fighting the EWM.   

Native milfoil plays an important role in the lakes ecosystem. The life that lives within Squash Lake is 

dependent upon every native aquatic plant in the lake - in many capacities such as: for food, 

spawning and nursery areas, and protection from predators. 

2. Harvesting Techniques- as defined by the DNR and coordinated with our professional harvesters. 

3. How to mark the coordinates of the harvested plants with a GPS  

4. Weighing the EWM as it is removed 

              5. Proper disposal.    

In addition, the Squash Lake Association will also focus on monitoring the entire lake for EWM. Indeed, Squash Lake 

will be a busy body of water this summer. 

2010 Goals  

To preserve Squash Lake’s natural treasure from the potential devastation of EWM. 

Removal of EWM - Single, Few, and Clumps of Plants: Hand harvesting to completely remove all single, few, and 

clumps of EWM plants and their root systems from the locations that have been identified and mapped by On-

terra, LLC, and from any newly discovered plants. 

Removal of EWM - Larger Plant Colonies: Hand harvesting EWM plants and their root system's to reduce the larger 

plant colonies to the greatest extent possible- by at least 50% and manage any remaining populations.  

Protect the native plant populations.  

Rapidly respond to new populations of EWM.  

Monitor the entire lake for EWM and other aquatic invasive species- starting at ice out and ending at ice in-every 

year. 

Recruit as many Squash Lake waterfront property owners as possible to serve as EWM Volunteer Milfoil Monitors  

A volunteer Monitor Captain will be designated to each section of the lake and they will oversee and coordinate the 

Volunteer Milfoil Monitors within their designated area. 

Train the Squash Lake Volunteer Milfoil Monitors in plant identification, hand harvesting techniques, recording and 

reporting data of existing and any new finding as outlined by the WI DNR. 

Inform all Squash Lake waterfront property owners and other lake recreationalists of the known EWM locations 

within Squash Lake and the importance of navigating away from those areas.  

Develop an EWM alert signs to be placed at the Squash Lake boat landing. This will include a map of locations of 

EWM in Squash Lake. 

Ensure that the DNR's boat landing signage is in place. 

Update and improve the educational/informational material on the kiosk located at Squash Lake's boat landing.  

The above goals will end December 31, 2010 

During 2010, the Squash Lake Association and Onterra will start working on Comprehensive Management Plan.  

 

Squash Lake Association’s 2010 Plan to Preserve its Natural Treasure  

from the Potential Devastation of the  

Aquatic Invasive Species -Eurasian Water-milfoil  



 

 

Now more than ever, SLA needs your support 

It is going to take everyone working together to fight the Eurasian Water-milfoil.  

Please join if you aren’t a member yet .  ********   Send your dues of $25/ yr to: 

Janet Appling 7324 Peninsula Rd, Rhinelander WI 54501************** 

NAME:________________________                                     ADDRESS:______________________ 

EMAIL:_______________________                                                        _______________________ 

AMOUNT: $_25.00                                                                  PHONE:_________________________ 

Squash Lake Association 

P O Box 511 

Rhinelander, WI  54501 


